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Abstract 
The paper is designed examines the concept of the Holy Spirit to the 

contemporary analysis of the Zar people it also expresses the literature of 

other scholars. The Holy Spirit is the one who gives life, power divine 

creative activity which went into the lives of the believers reconciling them 

to God and each other, which renewed them into new people. The paper 

looked at the church, the relationship between the church and the Holy 

Spirit, the significance of the Holy to the church and the function of the Holy 

Spirit to the church. The Zar concept of the Holy in our contemporary 

Christian faith. 
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Introduction 
The Holy Spirit is omnipresent that is 

to say that everywhere his presence 

filled the whole earth (Psalm 139:1-7) 

the Holy Spirit of God lived in the 

believers of Jesus Christ, therefore the 

functions of the Holy Spirit are 

inspiring the Holy scriptures, 

bestowing power and boldness to 

preach, inspiring, the people to 

prophesy and see vision directing the 

missionary activities encouraging and 

warning to guide the church through 

her officers. Roman C. (1990). 

The power of the Holy Spirit is still at 

work in the lives of an individual and 

in the corporate life of the church. The 

Holy Spirit in Christian church, God 

in the form of spirit. For the majority 

of Christian denominations, the third 

person of Holy trinity, the true 

manifestation as the father, son and 
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Holy Spirit each person Himself Being God. 

Christian theologians identify the third person of the Holy Trinity in the Jewish 

sacred scriptures and in New Testament; it is identified among others with the 

spirit of Christ, the spirit of truth, the paraclete and Holy Spirit. 

As the Lord Jesus was conducting his early ministry, he promised to send 

another comforter to his disciplines. He said in (John 14:16-17) and I will ask 

the father and He will give you another councillor, who will never leave you. 

He is the Holy Spirit, who will lead you into all truth. 

An important aspect of religious heritage of Africa was the recognition of the 

existence of spirit beings in the universe. The Zar religion according to Wadam 

Z. Sara (1998), identified these forces to be of two categories: the good spirit 

beings and the bad spirit beings the good spirit being is the spirit of Chong (the 

supreme being) God or the deity. The second one is the bad spirit being, its 

nature due was considered evil. They were spirit being that were characterised 

by evils.  

 

METHODOLOGY 

This research methodology used in putting this paper together because of its 

nature of religion and culture based work, where phenome logical, and phenome 

logical approaches are critical because they give information from the 

perspectives of the believe avoiding any judgement and historical analytical 

methods which are common in religion and culture and other related studies. 

Sources such as library documents both published and unpublished books, 

articles and journals and two years (1996 and 1987), Of the field research 

through personal oral interviews with native of zarland both men and women, 

young not less than twenty (20) years old and elderly one’s resident within or 

outside the zar community in Bauchi State and other states in Nigeria as well as 

observations were the core platforms for which the research methods were 

expressed (Wadam, 1998). 

 

THE CONCEPT OF THE HOLY SPIRIT IN GENERAL  

The Holy Spirit is not vague either shadows, nor an impersonal force. He is a 

person equal in every way with God the father, and the son. He is considered to 

be the third person or member of the Godhead. 

Jesus told his disciplines “I will ask the father, and the father will give you a 

helper that he may be with you forever. The spirit of truth, whom the world 
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cannot receive because it does not behold him or know him, but you know him 

because he abides with you, and will be in you. 

I will not leave you as orphans, I will come to you. 

God the father, son and the Holy Spirit and all attributes as cribbed to the father 

and the son are equally ascribed to the father and the son are equally ascribed 

to the Holy Spirit. When a person become born again by believing and receiving 

Jesus Christ, God resides in him through the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit has 

inherited emotions and will.  

The primary role of the Holy Spirit here is that the, “witness” of Jesus Christ 

made people’s hearts about the truth of Jesus Christ. The Holy Spirit also acts 

as a teacher. He reveals God’s will and God’s truth to Christians. The Holy 

Spirit was given to live inside those who believed in Jesus, in order to produce 

God’s character in the life of a believer.  

In a way that cannot on our own the Holy Spirit will build into our lives love, 

joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-

control. Rather than trying to be loving patient. Kind God asks us to walk in the 

spirit or rely on him to produce those qualities in our lives. Thus Christians are 

told to work in the Spirit and to be filled with the Spirit Joseph T. (1998), in the 

Holy Bible the holy Spirit empowers Christians to perform ministerial duties 

that promote spiritual growth among them. The Holy Spirit is eternal for by the 

power of eternal spirit Christ offered himself to God as a perfect sacrifice for 

our Sins (Heb 9:14) KJV. 

 

FUNCTION OF THE HOLY SPIRIT  

After Jesus returned to heaven, He sent out the Holy Spirit into the lives of 

people. Today the Holy spirit provides conviction of sin to all people. (John 

16:8) roles, and when he comes, he convicts the world concerning sin, 

righteousness, judgment, for the believers in Christ, the Holy works in 

additional ways.  

One of these roles is to serve as a helper or comforter. (John 16:16-17), recorded 

Jesus saying, and I will ask the father and He will give you another helper to be 

with you for ever even the spirit of the truth, whom the world cannot receive 

because it neither sees Him or knows Him. 

The Greek word translated as “helper” or “comforter”, refers to who is called 

alongside another, providing the idea of a guide or encouraging during time of 

need. This take place as God’s spirit indwells the believer from the point of 
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salvation (Romans 8:9), (1 Corinthians 6:19-20). Another additional role of the 

Holy Spirit is to guide the believer into truth.  

When the Spirit of the truth comes, he will guide you into all truth. Rather than 

depending on our human reasoning we have a supernatural guide in the form of 

God’s in dwelling Holy Spirit. Furthermore, the Holy Spirit helps believers to 

glorify the Lord (John 16:14) reveals “He will glorify me, for He will take what 

is mine and declare it to you, have a desire to worship the Lord because God’s 

Spirit lives within believers. According to the Bible (KJV) (1 Corinthians 12), 

(Romans 12: 3-8), (1 Peter 4:10-11) reveals many gifts God’s spirit provides to 

Christians.  

Each Christian has at least one (I Corinthians 12:7) and each person is 

specifically gifted for the acts of sacrifice God has prepared for him or her 

needs, make disciples and glorified God, God is spirit enables believers to 

produce the fruit of the Spirit. The fruit of the spirit is love, joy, patience, 

kindness, goodness and self-control, against such things there is no law, without 

God’s Spirit, people are unable to produce fruitful lives that reflects God’s 

desire. The Holy Spirit dwells in the believer’s heart.  

In addition to many functions He plays in our lives, He seals us belonging to 

God (Ephesians 1:13-14). The Holy Spirit is the person of God who lives with 

us in our time on earth and teaches us to truly know and follow God. 

Other functions of the Holy Spirit include (KJV) quotes in Acts 1:2 the writer 

of (Luke) begins with Jesus promised of the Holy Spirit and the story of the 

Pentecost. Active in the life of Jesus, the Holy Spirit filled the believers they 

received and were baptized with the spirit, Luke described a number of 

functions of the Holy Spirit as: 

(1) Inspiring  (2) Bestowing (3) Over and bold to preach (4) Directing the 

missionary activities (5) Inspiring people to prophecy and sea vision (6) 

Encouraging and warning Christians (7) Guiding the church through her 

officers. CPPL (2003). 

 

FUNCTIONS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT IN THE CHURCH  

The church exists to carry out some specific functions or duties, these functions 

can be into the followings: teaching the church functions in this capacity 

basically to mature and ensure the spiritual growth of members (Heb 4:24). 

Worship: The Lord Jesus Christian declared that “God” is a spirit and truth. 

Mission: the church exists to carry out the instruction of the Lord Jesus Christ 



205  africascholarpublications@gmail.com                                                                               
 2019 

 

by preaching and spreading the good news of the kingdom of God (Mathew 

28:19-20). The above clearly shows that the church cannot function effectively 

without the presence of the Holy Spirit giving them guidance and direction for 

it serves as the sign posts to the church believers. Church Planning Partners 

International (2003) 

 

THE NATURE AND CHARACTERISTICS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 

The church planning partners International listed (4) nature and characteristics 

of the Holy Spirit. 

The Holy Spirit is eternal the Holy Spirit it omniscience that is all knowledge 

knowing and full of knowledge. (1. Corinthians 2:10). The Holy Spirit has great 

power and does all things. (Acts 1:8), (Romans, 5:9). (Acts 1:8, Romans 15:9) 

the Holy Spirit is Omniscience that is he everywhere his presence filled the 

whole earth (Psalms 139:7). The Holy Spirit of God lived in the believers of 

Jesus Christ, therefore the functions of Holy Spirit are inspiring the scriptures, 

bestowing power and boldness to preach inspiring the people to prophesy and 

see vision, directing the missionary activities encouraging, warning and guiding 

the church through her officers. The power of the Holy Spirit is still at work in 

the lives of individual and in the corporate life of the church.  

In the community of Christians, the work of the Holy Spirit in their lives has 

paramount importance as it helps them through giving them direction of what 

they are supposed to do and what they are not taught to do. Danny McCain 

(1996), said we believe in the Holy Spirit, so begins the second paragraph of 

the Apostles Creed of the tree trinity the Holy Spirit probably the least 

understood today. 

Yet His Ministry of Vital importance to us. There cannot be ever the lighted 

term toward Christianity without the convicting drawing power of the Holy 

Spirit to say nothing about his involvement in generation, sanctification, 

resurrection and the other major area of level high growth in the Christian living, 

Geoff (1993). 

 

THE SPIRIT BEING IN ZAR TRADITIONAL RELIGION  

According to Wadam Z.S (1998), said an important aspect of religious heritage 

of African was the recognition of the existence of the spirit beings in the 

universe. Zar religion identified those forces to be of two categories, the good 

spirit being and bad spirit being.  
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The good spirit being is the spirit of Chong (God) or the deity which is found 

in their ancestors the living dead. The spirit moved them to bless them, 

prevented them from outbreak of diseases or epidemics, misfortune and gave 

them success in life. 

The second one, which is the bad spirit being it nature being was considered 

evil. It’s the spirit being that is characterised by evil such as witch craft, sorcery 

and disease connotations of their members in their families and the entire 

community. These group of evil spirits were called ee!! Or mindansah that is 

evil spirits. They were said to be the ancestors’ spirits who had failed to reached 

the ancestral world, because of their bad attitudes during their time in the world. 

They were considered to be receiving Chong (God) punishment due to the 

nature of the frustrations they have.  

They turned to evil spirit and disturbed innocent members of the society, their 

bad attitudes were called Kuss-gra literally means person with bad character 

and wicked, associated with the devil. The place of living of the evil spirit was 

twisted free and stones or hilly places they also capture young children and 

initiates them to be potential witches or members.  

 

CONCLUSION 

The presence and functions of the Holy Spirit in the lives of the Christians 

cannot be overemphasize because it plays a vital role in the life of a believer, 

the work of the Holy Spirit is to help the Christians to obey, pray, reproves and 

convicts, raise our bodies, interprets the scriptures and so on. The Holy Spirit is 

holy because it guides believers and control them to seek first the Holy Spirit 

before anything because of the importance it has in their lives. Therefore, the 

Holy Spirit is not meaningless item it is active in the lives of the believers and 

is the indispensable guide to Holy Christian living.  

The Zar concept of spirit beings is also very important in their lives existence 

in the religious world of the spirits; it also controls their mode of behaviours 

and discipline as well as their norms and values of their religious beliefs.  

 

RECOMMENDATION 

The sacred worship to god (chong) through rites, rituals and ceremonies to 

wa’ar, the zar deity for the social economic and social emancipation of the zar 

people while on earth and for a well and meaningful life when translated into 

the ancestral world beyond. This believe of the zar has it with their 



207  africascholarpublications@gmail.com                                                                               
 2019 

 

understanding of the spirit world should not undermine with Christian concept, 

rather a cardinal position in zar traditional religious beliefs, also by most 

religion and faith in the world. A continuous review of the zar concept of the 

holy spirit of their traditional beliefs within the context of African traditional 

religion (ATR), in relation to other religion of the world as it effects, the 

conduct, wellbeing, peace and tranquillity of the zar and the rest of the world is 

essential. 
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