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Abstract 
The evolution of literary feminism is to promote the image of woman as 

against the poor status given her in most male writers’ works and ultimately 

the destruction of the patriarchal order in the society. Initially, in Nigeria, 

feminism is believed to be female writers’ realm, many male Nigerian 

writers are now writing projecting the plight of women and advocating for 

fair treatment of women. The paper cursorily examines the feminist 

campaign of Ikonne in his Our Land and Bode Osanyin in his The Noble 

Mistress. 
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Introduction 
Feminism is an important theme in 

literature. It explores the issue of 

women`s maltreatment by men and 

the search for social equality with 

men. Women problems are not the 

same in different societies, so is the 

perception of women`s liberty . Chidi 

Ikonne and Bode Osanyin have 

depicted the problems of women from 

different classes of the society in their 

respective novels. 

Women: Land Ownership and 

Inheritance/Poverty and Sex Trade 

In his feminist project in Our Land, 

Chidi Ikonne looks at women’s 

marginalization in a society that is 

caught between tradition and 

modernity. Women’s marginalization 

is principally located in the culture of 

the community that denigrates and 

undermines the women in parent’s and 

husband’s homes. However, the 

evolution of the cash economy and the 

unbridled struggle for money 

exacerbate men’s maltreatment of 

women. 
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The problems that women encounter in the Ibo Society of the novel are 

numerous: infertility in marriage, awful widowhood rites, “Son-lessness”, 

sexual indiscipline of the men, polygamy, mutilation of the female genital, 

levirate marriage system, denial of girl-child education, battering of women, 

denial of property ownership and right of inheritance. The denial of women the 

right of property ownership and the right of inheritance are the pivotal themes 

of the novel. Ikonne mainly uses Ugadiya to show how the woman confronts 

numerous problems that the patriarchal order has imposed on her life. 

Ugadiya is placed in the realm of revolution and fame. Against the shadowy 

position allocated to women by the culture of her society, she is visible and vital 

in her matrimonial home and the wider society. She is industrious and rich is 

she is a successful trader, is generous and the breadwinner of her family. She is 

bold, assertive and indefatigable. She confronts people and problems in order 

to defend her belief and interest. She is subtle. To avoid the insecurity associated 

with childlessness, and or "sonlessness" for a wife in her matrimonial home, she 

goes into intrigues with her husband, Ezumezu, and finally marries her cousin, 

Nnenna to him to serve as a bulwark. Very atypical of women, Ugadiya 

struggles for property ownership and schemes for who would inherit her 

property when she is no more.  

However, her remarkable personality and struggle cannot bring down the 

patriarchal culture that looms large because she has lost her financial power and 

has no advantage of formal education. The appearance of a modern woman, 

Barrister Irene Offong, on the scene makes the struggle against the issue of 

marginalization to be comprehensive, intense and effective; for she brings to 

bear her education, money and influence on the situation that limits women. 

Against the custom of her land, Irene as a woman is thus able to own plots of 

land. She becomes an agent of change who is able to effectively surmount the 

power of the patriarchal order of the society. She mobilizes her lawyer 

colleagues to confront the greedy and corrupt capitalist, Chuma Koko and the 

corrupt officials of the National Urban Development Corporation who disinherit 

the people of their land. They also secure the bail for Obi Ibekwe and some 

youths arrested for killing an alien over the land issue. In taking the Ezumezus 

to court for breach of contract over the land they had agreed to sell to her, she 

subverts Chuma Koko and Marizu’s conspiracy against Ugadiya and Obi 

Ibekwe and forces Marizu and Ocheize to allow Ugadiya to sell the disputed 

land. With her lawyer colleagues, Irene organizes a financial pool to assist 
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Ugadiya in the treatment of her sick grand-son, Ihekorom. Irene’s contribution 

to the destruction of an order that has for a long time crippled the women 

materially and emotionally is therefore astonishing. Her concern for children 

pays off in the case of Ihekorom and for the oppressed, as shown in her bailing 

of Obi Ibekwe and the arrested youths of Ngwaland.  

Ikonne satirizes the patriarchal order by presenting the typical patriarchal men 

as unreasonable. Okpanku, the father of Ezumezu is greedy. He is not satisfied 

with the number of his male children and marries young Ugadiya in the twilight 

of his life so that he might produce more male children. This does not happen, 

and it is said that he dies a top Ugadiya after sex. Ezumezu is thriftless and is a 

womanizer. Irondi, Ezumezu’s half-brother is equally selfish. He sells two 

pieces of land in his father’s premises without informing or giving anything 

from the proceeds to the children of his late brother. Okoro beats his wife for 

not bearing him children. Eze Okobundu, the Ndu of Ozaa, shamelessly 

impregnates his wife’s niece who comes to help them foster their baby. Greed 

and selfishness make Umegbu and Okata who are either father and son or 

brothers to fight over a piece of land belonging to the late Osugo. Chuma Koko 

callously uses his money and power to inflict pain and sorrow on the less 

privileged. Marizu and Ocheize maltreat their step-mother and foster-mother, 

Ugadiya, respectively. 

Ikonne has demonstrated that women marginalization is real in Igbo society. He 

believes that women have the capacity to liberate themselves. He shows the 

capacity of women to challenge the domination of women by men in the 

personages of Nnenna, a mistress in Aba, Ugadiya and Barrister Irene Offong. 

They need educational and economic empowerment to be effective in the 

struggle against their domination by men. Ugadiya's subtlety, erstwhile industry 

and wealth enabled her to be visible and relevant in her society, but her lack of 

formal education, unlike Irene, makes her struggle against patriarchy 

particularly for landed property rather ineffectual. He also shows that women 

need the support of enlightened and reasonable men to succeed in the fight 

against patriarchy. The writer dramatizes such enlightened and reasonable men 

who have positive attitudes towards women. They include Ndidi's father, a 

prosperous man who refuses to indulge in polygamy, extra-marital relationship 

and wife-battering. In addition, he values his daughter, Ndidi (p.24). Obi Ibekwe 

is another man with a positive disposition. He identifies with Ugadiya and Irene 

in their struggle for the acquisition of landed property. Bishop Obong equally 
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protects the girl-hood of his daughter, Irene, and trains her to become a lawyer, 

thereby empowering her to fight against the patriarchal culture of her society. 

Generally, Ikonne affirms that a society that lacks justice and fairness cannot be 

free from trouble. 

In The Noble Mistress, Bode Osanyin makes a case for prostitutes, a class of 

women that are despised and derided in almost all societies. Osanyin posits that 

the prostitute is not inherently corrupt or a sinner, but is a product of poor social, 

economic and political systems. Using Jojolo as the main character, Osanyin 

shows how innocent girls are thrown into the harrowing world of prostitution by 

hardship and lack of protection. Osanyin contests that the society is full of 

people who are even more sinful than the women that are called prostitutes: 

Chief Raji, a councilor who violates Jojolo’s sexual innocence; Mr. Alonge, 

Jojolo’s teacher who facilitates her being raped; the judge who corruptly passes 

judgment in a favour of  wrongdoer, Chief Raji, Klaus Meyer who deserts Jojolo 

after impregnating her; Mabolaji da Costa, a corrupt chartered Accountant and 

an unprincipled womanizer;  his wife who swindles his bank account; Ikenga, a 

fake student who uses his car illegally for a taxi and swindles Jojolo out of her 

bank account; Dr. Oluwade, a research fellow who spends research fund given 

him on prostitutes and attempts to commit incest with the daughter of his girl-

friend, Tosheju; and political leaders-military or civilian with the exception of 

Senator Shinkafa. The leaders, in particular, are the worst sinners because they 

loot the treasury of the state and are responsible for the chaotic social, economic 

and political system that not only produces the prostitutes and the poor, but also 

put them in a cyclical journey of poverty and hopelessness.  

Jojolo is portrayed as a good person even though a prostitute. She is faithful in 

her relationships with her men. She is introspective, sensitive and has a great 

spirit of motherhood. Above all, she desires to leave prostitution and live a 

normal life. Osanyin’s message is very clear. We should see the prostitute as 

one of us, sinners that we all are. The prostitutes, as well as the entire society 

and in need of rehabilitation. The Onus essentially lies on the leaders. 

 

CONCLUSION. 

Apart from showing how the women are subjugated in their various societies, 

the two writers have depicted them from a heroic perspective. In Our Land, 

Ugadiya is the central character. She is bold and full of energy, and is endowed 

with wisdom. She is the bread winner of her family. She struggles for property 
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ownership and right of inheritance, just like the men in her society. The 

weakness of her struggle in this regard is strengthened by the emergence of a 

modern woman, Irene, who is educated and rich. In Barrister Irene, Ikonne 

shows that the assertive women will subvert the patriarchal culture and liberate 

the women. 

Jojolo is the leading character in The Noble Mistress. Although she is a 

prostitute, she has a resilient spirit that enables her to make a new start after 

every sudden break of her blissful relationship with men. She interacts with men 

of power and opulence and always carves a niche for herself. She has a great 

sense of responsibility. In fact, the writers of the two novels present the female 

protagonists in the novels as attractive. The authors have equally shown the 

capacity of the women to liberate themselves. Their feminist project is nothing 

but genuine. This goes to show that the feminist discourse in Nigeria is no longer 

an exclusive club of female writers advancing the cause of women. As the 

discourse of feminism continues with a growing number of male writers 

identifying with women's plight in their works, female feminist writers may 

have to recognize the brilliant contributions of male writers who sympathize 

with their cause. This also means setting aside the accusation that most male 

writers portray women in bad light. 
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