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Introduction 
Agriculture plays a significant role in the 

process of economic growth and 

development. It contributes greatly to the 

provision of food and industrial raw 

materials. Agriculture is the market for 

the inputs of the industrial sector, and 
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Abstract  
In recent time, Nigeria has been thrown into series of pandemonium by conflicts 

notably between farmers and the herdsmen in most parts of the country. This study 

therefore examined the causes and socioeconomic implication of herders-farmers 

crisis in Sabon Daga, Niger State. The study adopts the descriptive research design 

approach.  Primary and secondary data were gathered concurrently to provide 

answers to the research questions in a quantitative manner. A total of 400 

questionnaire was administered on herders and farmers; 200 for herders and 200 

for farmers respectively; however, only 345 questionnaires were returned 

completed. The study revealed that destruction of crops (4.06), stealing of farm 

produce (3.84), and killing of herders (3.79) are among the most predominant 

causes of herders-farmers crisis. The study also established reduction in farm 

output (4.15), displacement of farmers/herders (3.78), and reduction in farmers’ 

income are the major socioeconomic impact of herders-farmers crisis in Sabon 

Daga. The study conclude that the causes of herders-farmers crisis mostly as a 

result of economic issues. Therefore, adequate conflict prevention and resolution 

mechanism should  be put in place to forestall further crisis between the farmers 

and herders 
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provides employment opportunities for the people. In the late 1960s, before the 

discovery of crude oil, over 60% of the Gross National Products (GNP) was earned 

from the agricultural sector, and over 80% of the labour force of the Nigerian 

population was employed in agriculture and agro-allied industries. Consequently, 

many researchers consider agriculture as a priority sector for development planning 

(Chemura et al, 2014). Agriculture is also considered as where the battle for long term 

economic development will be won or lost.  
For several decades now, Nigeria has been thrown into series of pandemonium by 

conflicts notably between farmers and the herdsmen in most parts of the country. 

Though there are notorious flash points, these crises have become widespread with 

almost all parts of the country having its fair share. The Nigeria constitution has made 

provisions for the basic rights of her citizens as well as fundamental human rights for 

all human beings residing within the country. Yet some of these constitutional rights 

of the people are being violated openly and constantly with impunity. Murder, arson 

and looting by mobs, as well as extra-judicial killings by law enforcement agencies 

have become the hallmark of the conflicts. In most cases, there appears to be the 

tendency of treating criminal offences as normal fallout of such sectarian disturbance 

and the main actors as political offenders when in its real sense such people are 

offenders of the criminal laws. The struggle for survival between the arable crop 

farmers and the cattle herdsmen has become a common trend in Nigeria (Ingawa et al. 

1999).  

This kind of competition between these two agricultural land user groups has in so 

many times becomes serious conflicts where it becomes a free for all fight (Adisa, 

2012). Numerous lives and properties have been lost as noted by Nweze (2005) while 

others are faced with the unbelievable stories of how far their memories can take them 

of the good times that they used to have. During these conflicts, lives are lost, 

properties are destroyed and hundreds of people become homeless, leaving the already 

endangered populace even poorer. The frequency of occurrence of this kind of 

conflicts is becoming alarming (Leadership Newspaper, May 17, 2011).  Conflicts of 

various types and causes has caused the local, state and federal governments a lot of 

resources. Thus, the aim of this research is to establish the basis for the herdsmen-

farmer conflicts and how such can be controlled when noticed on time and also to 

strengthen the legal and institutional framework to prevent and mitigate such conflicts 

in Niger State and Nigeria at large. 

 

LITERATURE REVIEW 

Conflicts 

Conflict refers to some form of friction, disagreement, or discord arising between 

groups when the beliefs or actions of one or more members of the group are either 

resisted by or unacceptable to one or more members of another group (Afzalur, 2010). 
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Conflict can also arise between members of the same group, known as intragroup 

conflict, or it can occur between members of two or more groups, and involve violence, 

interpersonal discord, and psychological tension, known as intergroup conflict. 

Conflict in groups often follows a specific course. Routine group interaction is first 

disrupted by an initial conflict often caused by differences of opinion, disagreements 

between members, or scarcity of resources. At this point, the group is no longer united, 

and may split into coalitions. This period of conflict escalation in some cases gives 

way to a conflict resolution stage, after which the group can eventually return to 

routine group interaction once again (Curhan et al., 2004). 

Conflict in resource use is not uncommon and perhaps not unnatural in human 

ecosystems. Moore (2005) noted that conflict per se, is not bad: it is perhaps a 

necessity in the evolution and development of human organizations. But when 

conflicts degenerate to violent, destructive clashes, they become not only unhealthy 

but also counterproductive and progress-threatening. Nyong and Fiki (2005) pointed 

out that resource-related conflicts are responsible for over 12 percent decline in per 

capita food production in sub-Saharan Africa. 

Competition-driven conflicts between arable crop farmers and cattle herdsmen have 

become common occurrences in many parts of Nigeria. In a newspaper study of crisis 

in Nigeria between 1991 and February 2005, Nyong and Fiki (2005) found that 

conflicts over agricultural land use between farmers and herdsmen accounted for 35 

percent of all reported crises. Politico-religious and ethnic clashes occurred at lower 

frequencies. A study of 27 communities in North Central Nigeria showed that over 

40% of the households surveyed had experienced agricultural land related conflicts, 

with respondents recalling conflicts that were as far back as 1965 and as recent as 2005 

(Nyong and Fiki, 2005). De Haan (2002) observed that no less than twenty villages 

were involved in farmer-herdsmen conflicts annually in the area covered by his study. 

The study by Nyong and Fiki (2005) found a spatial differentiation in conflict 

occurrence, as more violent conflicts took place more frequently in resource-rich areas 

like the Fadama (flood plains) and river valleys than resource-poor areas.  

The Fulani cattle herdsmen have identified conflicts arising from land use as the most 

important problem they face in their occupation (Sunday, 2013). Describing the annual 

herding cycle of the Fulani cattle herdsmen, Iro (1994) stated that the herding season 

begins with southward movement of the herd along rivers and stream valleys from 

October to December – marking the end of rainy season and beginning of dry season. 

January to February is the harmattan season that is characterized by longer grazing 

hours, herd splitting, and more frequent visits to stable water sources. These increases 

southward movement of the herds. The months of March and April are usually the 

toughest for the herdsman and his cattle, as it is the hottest period in the grazing 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Intragroup_conflict
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Intragroup_conflict
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calendar. Indeed, he now herds his cattle only in the evenings and nights (Abdu, 2015). 

May and June signify the end of dry season and vegetation begins to appear. This also 

marks the beginning of northward movement of cattle herds. From this period up till 

September, which is the peak of rainy season, though characterized by cattle-breeding, 

more milk production and shorter grazing hours, cattle herding coincides significantly 

with arable crop production (Adekunle and Adisa, 2010). 

 

Causes of Conflicts 

The causes of farmers-herdsmen conflicts are often not far-fetched. However, there 

appears to be no consensus among both groups on the causes of their mutual conflict. 

According to De Haan (2002), while farmers cite destruction of crops by cattle and 

other property by the pastoralists as the main direct causes for conflicts cited, burning 

of rangelands and Fadama and blockage of stock routes and water points by crop 

encroachment are major direct reasons cited by the pastoralists. Sunday (2013) 

described the role of what is referred to as ‘meta conflict’- on going disagreement as 

to what the conflict itself is about, opining that until there is substantial agreement 

about the cause of the conflict, reaching agreement on how the divided society 

reconcile may be almost unattainable.  

An in-depth insight into the perceptions of conflict actors could thus be useful tool 

towards resolving farmers-herdsmen conflicts. The present study is a qualitative 

phenomenological investigation of the perceptions and conflict experiences of arable 

crop farmers and cattle herdsmen in north-central Nigeria. Ingawa et al., (1999) 

reported that the key underlying causes of farmers-herdsmen conflicts in Nigeria are: 

i. Changing resource access rights, whereby traditional access rights to 

communal grazing and water resources are being obstructed by the individual 

tenureship of arable farmers. This is particularly severe on the traditional trek 

routes, which become favorite cropping sites because of their better soil 

fertility resulting from the concentration of animal manure from the trekking 

herds in these areas. Within the fadama areas, this is exacerbated by the 

fragmented nature of the crop plots, which makes prevention of animals 

straying in the crop plots difficult; 

ii. Inadequacy of grazing resources, as increasing crop cultivation (and increasing 

commercialization of the crop-residues) and poor management of the existing 

grazing reserves have resulted in a significant reduction in available livestock 

feed resources, in particular in the Northern States. Moreover the high value 

crops introduced by NFDP (tomatoes and onions) produce almost no crop-

residues for livestock feeding. Finally, the regulation that twenty percent of the 
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fadama would need to be set aside for grazing (National Agricultural Policy, 

1988) has not been adhered to; and 

iii. Decline in internal discipline and social cohesion, as the adherence to the 

traditional rules regarding grazing periods, and the authority of the traditional 

rulers are breaking down. This is exacerbated by increased rent seeking of the 

formal and traditional authorities in managing resource access. 

 

Types of conflicts 

Religious Conflicts 

Religious conflicts and violence implies disputes or disagreement based on differences 

in faith. However, religious conflicts in the Nigerian context are much more than that 

as they are mostly associated with ethnicity or ethnic differences. And also to a larger 

extent, ethnic conflict usually revolves around resource control as most conflicting 

parties have different distinct cultural identities. Interestingly, this form of conflict is 

not restricted to any specific geo-political region of Nigeria or any part of the world 

(Aliyu, 2009). Religious violence is a term that covers all areas of religion, either as 

the subject or object of individual or collective violent behavior. Significantly, it 

covers both violence by religiously motivated individuals or religious groups and 

institutions of all kinds, be it different sects or secular targets (Aliyu, 2009). Religious 

violence like any other type of violence is inherently culturally driven, whose aim 

entirely depended on contextual beliefs. More often than not, religious violence places 

more emphasis on symbolic representation of beliefs.  

 

Ethnic Conflict 

An ethnic conflict is a conflict between ethnic groups, mostly as a result of ethnic 

nationalism (Popoola, 2003). An ethnic group is a group of people that share a 

common blood, language and cultural tradition. An ethnic conflict may be an “inter-

ethnic conflict” where it is between people from different ethnic groups, or an “intra-

ethnic conflict” where it is between people from common ethnic background. Ethnic 

conflict is an international problem giving rise to the term Ethnic Cleansing, a phrase 

for attempt to purge an area of an unwanted ethnic group, by deportation, intimidation, 

and acts of genocide or mass murder etc. 

Sporadic ethnic conflicts occurred in Nasarawa State from 2000 to 2001, largely 

confined to the Southern Senatorial Districts that comprise Awe, Doma, Lafia, Keana 

and Obi Local, The senatorial district is occupied by “agriculturalists” who are mostly 

Tiv and “pastoralists” who are fulani, with the former in the majority (RNSJCI, 2001). 

Over the years, the relationship between the two has been characterized by intermittent 

conflicts occasioned by the straying of cattle into farms. Tivs generally live in their 
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separate villages which were exclusively Tiv with many of them having Tiv names 

with overwhelming Tiv population. Therefore, the Tiv claim numerical superiority in 

the entire senatorial district and Nasarawa State in general (Adom, 2000). While exact 

figures are unavailable and therefore making exaggeration a possibility, what appears 

certain is the population of the Tiv in Nasarawa State is reasonably high. 

 

Pastoral Conflict 

The most common causes of conflict between the crop farmers and pastoralists are 

damaging of crops and blockage of water points and prefer informal authority in 

resolving conflicts. Several researchers observed that variables such as age, gender, 

marital status, religion, education and year of residence were significantly related to 

causes of conflict between the crop and pastoral farmers (Adebayo and Olaniyi, 2008). 

There have, for several years, been increasing incident of violent pastoral conflicts in 

different parts of Nigeria, from the North-West, stretching across to the North-East, 

through the South-West and in to the South-East of the country. These seemingly 

sporadic conflicts, which centre on water and grazing rights, have usually been 

between pastoral Fulani herdsmen and agrarian farmers. The conflicts have often left 

scores of innocent victims injured or dead and properties burnt or totally destroyed in 

the different affected communities. 

 

Land conflicts 

There has also been movement in the opposite direction: northward expansion of 

agricultural cultivation into the semi-arid zone occurred from the 1960s, alongside a 

general increase in the amount of land under cultivation in the region. The resulting 

gradual disintegration of the burtali (official stock migration routes) allowed 

indigenous farmers to claim ownership rights to fertile land and waterways which 

Fulani cattle had been grazing for over two centuries (Blench ,1994). The situation 

was exacerbated by the 1978 Nigerian Land Use Decree which gave complete 

authority to the state and local governments to assign and lease land. The relative ease 

with which settled farmers could obtain the certificate of occupancy demonstrating 

land ownership, due to their indigene status and higher literacy levels, left the Fulani 

in Nigeria permanently on the outside of land tenure (Abdu, 2015). Contributing to the 

complexity regarding land ownership is the observed reluctance of the Fulani to buy 

land even when the opportunity exists. Several mechanisms for addressing the growing 

issues of land use in northern and central Nigeria have included the mapping and 

demarcation of cattle routes and the on-going promotion of grazing reserve 

establishment (IRIN, 2009). 

 



169  africascholarpublications@gmail.com                                                                               

 2019 
 

 

Impacts/consequences of Pastoral Conflicts  

Political Impact 

The most intriguing and widely acknowledged factor influencing conflict undoubtedly 

and unarguably is politics and the role of political elites who invoke ethnicity and 

religious mobilization to gain political power (Ojo, 2010). The failure of the Nigerian 

leaders to establish good governance, foster national unity and integration and the will 

to promote real economic growth through just and well-articulated policies, has no 

doubt led to mass poverty and a high rate of unemployment. It is this failure and 

negligence that culminated into the communal, religious and ethnic conflict that has 

now characterized the Nigerian polity. Idleness, despair, loss of hope and high rate of 

unemployment have left people with little or no choice other than to indulge in crimes 

(Akinwale, 2010).  The long years of military rule encouraged and legalized the use 

of force and violence against any group, tribe or its affiliates in order to implement the 

so-called social change and attainment of set goals and demands. And unfortunately, 

the return to democracy did not help the situation but instead worsened the situation 

even more, through power sharing, and election malpractices. Some Nigerians shared 

the opinion that, there is no religious crisis but access to power and credible system of 

sharing power (Ojo, 2010). 

 

Social Impact 

The dimension of militancy in the conflicts is associated with the advent of the 

aggressive Udawa and Bokoloji pastoralists which further led to the emergence and 

introduction of guns and other sophisticated weapons in the conflicts as well as the use 

of mobile phones, accompanied with banditry. All these have produced adverse 

consequences in the destruction of villages, settlements, crops, irrigation facilities, 

human and animal lives. The incidence of serious cases of conflicts for survival 

between pastoralists and farmers also led to loss of lives and destruction of properties 

with the emergence of insecurity due to the continuous desire for vengeance by the 

parties involved (Pyramid Trust, July 17, 2009). 

 

National Security 

The increased conflicts and violence between farmers and cattle herders for grasses 

and forages in agricultural land has led to the introduction of guns and other 

sophisticated weapons (Abbas, 2009) which might lead to security threat in such area. 

Example is the case of militant versus Mambila herdsmen in Sardauna local 

government of Taraba State in June 2017. The introduction of modern weapons in the 

conflict and communication devices as well as the use of bandits in terrorists activities 

have exacerbated chronic insecurity that has encouraged the conflicting parties to take 
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responsibility for their own security and to defend themselves, which is a threat to the 

sustainability of the federation (Abbas, 2009). 

 

MATERIALS AND METHODS 

Methodology  

During this study, a combination of primary and secondary data were collected.  

Qualitative data were collected on the field using questionnaires and focused group 

discussion that covered every area of rural sociology and environmental impact of both 

the current and proposed farming activities.  

 

Sampling Procedure and Sample Size 

The targeted population within the study area of Sabon Daga and for this study were 

the Fulani herdsmen and crop farmers. Respondents were randomly selected using the 

multistage sampling process in selecting farmers and herdsmen to be interviewed. The 

first stage involved identification of the affected farmers and herdsmen. This selection 

was based on the frequency of occurrence of farmer-herder conflict in the State. The 

second stage involved purposive sampling of neighbouring villages (farming 

communities) within the study area which is based on commonly used properties by 

both the farmers and the herdsmen. In the case of the herders, due to the nature of their 

settlement pattern and economic activities, their grazing places, markets and their 

extended family settlements (Rugage) were identified. A total of 200 farmers and 200 

cattle herders from the study area were chosen using the random selection method. 

The snowball method was used by identifying one respondent that helps the researcher 

to identify the other, on and on. A total of 400 respondents were selected for 

questioning using structured questionnaires. 

 

Sources of Data Collection 

Data for the study were collected from both primary and secondary sources. Primary 

data were collected using structured questionnaires to generate data for the study. The 

questionnaire focused mainly on causes of conflict, losses during conflicts, methods 

used in resolving conflicts and agencies involved in settling conflicts.  

 

Analytical Techniques 

All information/data collected were analyzed using descriptive statistics, specifically, 

the mean, rating, frequency counts, ranking method and percentages, which were used.  

 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

Socio-demographic Characteristics of Respondents 

Gender of Respondents 

Table 1 shows the gender distribution of respondents for the study. The result shows 

that male respondents formed most of the respondents for the study as they accounted 
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for 79.9% of the respondents, while female respondents accounted for 20.1% of the 

respondents. The wide margin in the distribution of male and female respondents could 

be attributed to the religious and cultural affiliation of the people, which did not allow 

for direct interaction of their women with strangers, especially men. 

 

Table 1: Gender of Respondents 

Gender Frequency Percentage 

Male 276 79.9 

Female 69 20.1 

Total 345 100 

 

Occupation of Respondents 

The occupation of the respondents for the study was classified into farmers, traders, 

artisans, and herdsmen and the result is presented in Figure 1. The result shows that 

farmers (50%) accounted for the largest proportion of respondents for the study.  

Traders accounted for 23%, artisans 18% and herdsmen 3%. This shows that majority 

of the residents of Sabon Daga are either farmers or traders. Therefore, Sabon Daga 

can be said to be an agrarian community. 

 
Figure 1: Occupation of Respondents 

 

Characteristics of Fulani-Herdsmen and Farmers Conflict 

Awareness of Fulani Herdsmen and Farmers Conflicts 

Table 2 shows the proportion of the respondents that had witnessed clash between 

Fulani herdsmen and farmers in Sabon Daga. The result shows that 67.2% of the 

respondents had witnessed at least one form of clash between the herdsmen and 
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farmers in Sabon Daga prior to the last incidence, while 32.8% of the respondents have 

not witnessed any form of clash between herdsmen and farmers in Sabon Daga prior 

to the last incidence. This is an indication that friction between the herdsmen and 

farmers in Sabon Daga has been on for a while, even though the last incidence was the 

most devastating 

 

Table 2: Awareness of Herdsmen and Farmer Clashes in Sabon Daga 

  Frequency Percentage 

Yes 232 67.2 

No 113 32.8 

Total 345 100.0 

 

Frequency of Occurrence 

The rate of occurrence of herdsmen and farmers clashes were categorized into four: 

monthly, quarterly, bi-annually, and annually, and the result is presented in Figure 2. 

The result shows that 48.4% opined that clashes between herdsmen and farmers occur 

bi-annually, while 27.6% suggest that the clashes occur annually, while only 13.6% 

and 10.4% rated the occurrence of clashes between herdsmen and farmers as a monthly 

and quarterly occurrence respectively. 

 

 
Figure 2: Frequency of Clash Occurrence 

 

Types of Weapon Used 

The type of weapons used during Fulani herdsmen and farmers clash is presented in 

Table 3. The analysis reveals that 32% of the respondents reported that the clash is 

usually characterized by the use of Daggers/Cutlass, while 25% involve the use of 
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sticks/stones. The use of guns and arrow/spear accounted for 12% and 9% of the 

weapons used. The study also revealed that 22% of the clashes involved the use of 

physical hand among both parties. The implication of this analysis is that the impact 

of the clash may likely be fatal since it involves the use of harmful weapons like guns 

and cutlass. 

 

Table 3: Types of Weapon Used During Herdsmen and Farmers Clash 

Weapons Frequency Percentage 

Hand/Fist 75 22 

Stick/Stone 87 25 

Daggers/Cutlass 110 32 

Gun 43 12 

Arrow/spear 30 9 

Total  345 100 

 

Duration of the Herders-Farmers Conflict 

The duration of farmers-herders conflict is presented in Table 4. The result shows that 

the conflict between herders and farmers in Sabon Daga usually lasted for less than 24 

hours as reported by 41% of the respondents. It was also reported that 38% of the 

conflict lasted for more than a day, while 20% of the conflict lasted for about a week. 

This shows that the conflict between herdsmen and farmers could last for a week in 

some cases. 

 

Table 4: Duration of Herders-Farmers Conflict in Sabon Daga 

Duration Frequency Percentage 

Within 24 Hour 141 41 

1-6 Days 132 38 

1 Week or more 72 20 

Total 345 100 

 

Time of Occurrence 

The time of occurrence of conflict in Sabon Daga is presented in Figure 3. It can be 

observed that 43% of the respondents experienced conflict during the evening and late 

hours of the nights. Only 9% of the conflicts occur during the morning hours of the 
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day, while 19% of the conflicts occur at noon. The time of occurrences of the various 

clashes between the farmers and herdsmen is presented in Figure 3. 

 
Figure 4.3: Time of Occurrence 

 

Causes of Fulani Herdsmen and Farmers Clash in Sabon Daga 

Factors that influence clashes between both parties were gathered from extant review 

of literature; respondents were then asked to rate these causes on a likert scale of 5. 

The result of the analysis is presented in Table 5. The result reveals the extent to which 

the identified factors influenced or triggered clashes between herdsmen and farmers 

in Sabon Daga community. According to the result, destruction of crops and farm 

produce (4.08) is the most prevalent cause of crisis between herdsmen and farmers. 

This variable ranked first amongst all other causes identified; followed by stealing of 

cattle/farm produce (3.84), and killing of cattle (3.79) in 2nd and 3rd positions 

respectively. Religious factor (2.55) and political influence (2.86) are the least ranked 

causes with a rank of 10th and 9th respectively. It can also be observed from the result 

that all the causes identified have high influence on the crisis between herdsmen and 

farmers; except for political and religious factors with moderate or fair impact.  

 

Table 4.5: Cause of Herdsmen and Farmers Clash in Sabon Daga 

Causes  Very Low Low Fair High Very High Mean Rank 

Destruction of Crops 0 25 62 118 140 4.08 1st  

Killing of Cattle 5 47 79 100 114 3.79 3rd  

Domestic Violence 30 49 73 87 106 3.55 7th   

Ethnicity 27 36 88 93 101 3.59 6th  

Politically Motivated 55 86 100 59 45 2.86 9th  

Inadequate Grazing Reserve 16 56 64 101 108 3.66 5th  

Religion 95 83 75 65 27 2.55 10th  
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Pollution of water Point 32 51 46 79 137 3.69 4th  

Stealing of farm Produce/Cattle 15 34 69 100 127 3.84 2nd  

Indiscriminate Bush Burning 45 69 120 57 54 3.02 8th  

 

Socio-economic Impact of Herdsmen and Farmers Conflict in Sabon Daga 

Items Lost as a Result of Herdsmen and Farmers Crisis in Sabon Daga 

Items lost as a result of Fulani herdsmen and farmers crisis in Sabon Daga is depicted 

in Figure 4; the items are: houses, farm produce, lives, properties in form of cars, 

motorcycles, livelihood means and social ties The result of the analysis as presented 

in Figure 4 showing that the largest proportion of the respondents (76%) lost their farm 

produce, another 65% lost valuable properties (cars, motorcycle, and other 

electronics), while 56% lost their houses. Other items lost as a result of the crisis as 

identified by respondents include: loss of social ties (51%), Livelihood means (47%), 

and loss of lives (32%).  

 

  
Figure 4: Types of Properties Lost During the Crisis 

 

Socio-economic Effect of Conflicts 

The socio-economic effects of herdsmen and farmers clashes affect various facets of 

the herdsmen and farmers socio-economic lives. The effects as identified by the 

respondents are presented in Table 6. Reduction in farm output (4.15) is the first major 

socio-economic effect experienced by the respondents. Displacement of 

farmers/herdsmen (3.78) is also a major effect as it ranked second among other effects 

identified. Reduction in income generation (3.63), decreased job opportunities (3.59), 

and loss of lives (3.43) were amongst the major effects of the crisis. The minor effects 
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recorded are; increased crime rate (2.86) and distrust (2.76).  This is in line with the 

report of Governor Ortom of Benue as reported by Premium Times of 5th July, 2017 

which states that from January 2015 to February 2017, at least 62,000 people were 

displaced in Kaduna, Benue and Plateau states as a result of herdsmen and farmers 

crisis. 

 

Table 6: Socio-economic Effect of Herdsmen and Farmers Crisis  

Causes  Total Score Mean Rank Remark 

Reduction in farm output 1432 4.15 1st  Major effect 

Displacement of 

farmers//herdsmen 

1305 3.78 2nd  Major effect 

Loss of lives 1185 3.43 5th  Major effect   

Reduce job opportunity 1240 3.59 4th  Major effect 

Increased crime rate 988 2.86 6th  Minor effect  

Reduction in Income 1254 3.63 3rd  Major Effect 

Encourage Distrust 952 2.76 7th Minor effect 

 

Institutions Involved in Herdsmen and Farmers Resolution 

The study identified seven major institutions involved in crisis resolution between 

herdsmen and farmers in Sabon Daga over the years. The institutions are presented in 

Figure 5. The most prominent among the institutions identified is the police (93%), 

followed by traditional rulers (89%), government committees (62%), while the courts 

account for 27%. The contribution of crop farmers association (21%), Miyetti Allah 

(18%), and civil organizations (5%) is minimal compared to that of the police and 

traditional rulers in the area.  

 
Figure 5: Institutions Involved in Herdsmen and Farmers Resolution 
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CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATION  

Conclusion  

The findings established that the root cause of most conflicts lies mostly in the lack of 

security of tenure on land that most smallholder producers depend on for their 

livelihoods. Policy deficiencies and contradictions have been exploited by corrupt elite 

to the detriment of the poor farmers and livestock keepers. In particular, the effects of 

state-backed land grabbing for large scale agricultural investments and corrupt 

practices at village and district levels have all contributed to the squeezing out the 

herders from their traditional grazing lands. The effects of such misplacement have 

had their ripples felt in farmer communities in the form of resource use conflicts. It is 

also concluded that in the absence of land use plans for most villages in the country 

coupled with lack of coordination in resettling the displaced migrant herders, conflicts 

with farmers is an inevitable outcome. Therefore, unless security of tenure on land 

used by smallholders (both farmers and herders) is restored, the conflicts between 

them will continue. This is necessary in order to prevent the conflicts from assuming 

a political dimension, a situation which will become uncontrollable. 

 

Recommendations  

It is therefore recommended to farmers and herders to follow correct legal channel to 

resolve their problems and may only involve politicians for assistance on correct 

procedure and entirely rely on them.  

i. Adequate conflict prevention and resolution measures should be put in 

place to forestall frequent clashes between the herders and farmers. 

ii. It is also recommended that the government should ensure that they put up 

boundary demarcation of land use in every village to prevent such conflicts 

from occurring.  

iii. Designated government officials and political leaders should be in front 

line to manage land conflict in time and should avoid corruption and self-

interests. 
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