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Abstract 

Positive development of any individual, group and society is a function of 

value outcomes and socialization process. The process starts at birth 

through childhood, adolescence, adulthood and end at death. The process 

is a long one which consists of various agents such as parent, peers, social 

media, religious institutions just to mention a few. Alongside this milieu, 

this paper focused on parenting, socialization process and value re-

orientation of students for sustainable national development in Nigeria. 

Thus, the paper discussed the need for value re-orientation in Nigeria was 

discussed alongside with the implications of parenting styles that is, 

demanding/responsive, authoritative, authoritarian, permissive and 

neglected on socialization process and value re-orientation of students. 

More so, the influence of parenting on attitude, norm and values 

development was also elucidated. The paper recommended among others 

that, efforts should be made to re-tune the mindset of parents to drive the 

process of inculcating new values and attitudes into the psyche of Nigerian 

students at family levels. The mentality of individuals, communities and 

entire society should be re-oriented toward value. Value re-orientation 

should be taught in homes, worship places, schools and at cultural 
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gatherings. Violators of values should be punished appropriately so as to 

deter others from any violation of educational and societal values. 

 

Keywords: Parenting, Socialization process, Value Re-orientation and 

Sustainable National Development 

Introduction 
Attitudinal or value re-orientation has 

for long been recognized as the best 

way to address the myriad of societal 

problems confronting the Nigerian 

society. Consequently, successive 

administrations have articulated and 

pursued re-orientation programmes in 

one form or the other. It is regrettable, 

however, that despite all the attempts, 

programmes and interventions, 

nothing can be seen in concrete terms 

as reward and achievements to the 

enormous work of re-engineering 

Nigeria. There still exist all the 

negative attributes that hold us down 

as a nation (Agu, 2016). The challenge 

of a new Nigeria, therefore, places a 

big responsibility on the parent which 

is first socializing agent of the child.  

Socialization begins at birth and 

continues throughout life. It is a 

reciprocal process in which one 

individual interacts with another, a 

response in one, usually elicits a 

response in the other. It is also a 

dynamic process in that interactions 

change over time, with child 

becoming producers of responses as 

well as products of them. More so, 

human values are learned through 

socialization process via parenting, 

social interactions with members of 

the society or through other sources of 

social influence, such as formal 

education, mass media or the Internet 

(Austin, Paul, Yuki & Jason, 2009).  

However, with the declining 

socializing role of the parent in 

Nigeria and the consequent take-over 

by other institutions, family discipline 

in many communities tends to have 

relaxed.  Matters of yester-years 

which strictly fell under the domain of 

parenting are now deemed outside its 

prerogative.  The result is a slack in 

family cohesion. Family integration 

under new orientation (socialization) 

has become relatively less amenable 

to parental influence especially in 

matters where the students and disable 

persons now feel they have 

exclusively personal discretion (Yin, 

2001; Macionis & Plummer, 2009;  

Berk, 2004).The wind of social 

change blowing across communities 

in Nigeria  especially with regard to 
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the changing role of the family has 

been held accountable for the 

contemporary loose morals, weakened 

parental control and the scant regard 

for the sanctity of marriage.   

Seemingly, the result of all these is 

manifest in the pattern and dynamics 

of broken relationships (courtship) 

and their effects include an apparent 

break-up of traditional kinship 

systems, a greater convergence into a 

family structure of a more nuclear 

type, as well as autonomous mate selection (Berk, 2004; Yin, 2001). While the 

economic buoyancy of certain families have no doubt been enhanced due to the 

taking up of salaried employment outside the home, some family sociologists 

have put the seemingly ever-increasing anti-social behaviour of a significant 

proportion of the students at the door step of this development and as such 

negatively impact socialization process (Amy, Tiller & Tiller,2006).  

It is therefore essential that every individual, group and indeed the entire nation 

must have core values which serve as the driving engines for growth and 

development (NOA, 2009). Bolarin (2005), identified some dominant values 

which formed the core values upheld by a larger section of the Nigerian society 

to include the following; detesting laziness, dignity of labour, respect for 

parent/elders, hospitality, public spiritedness, respect for authority, hardwork, 

respect for sanctity of life, honesty and truthfulness. When these values are 

grossly compromised, then what you get is greed, corruption, dishonesty, 

violent crimes, political killings, kidnapping and so many other antisocial 

behaviours. It is against this backdrop that, this paper discusses the implications 

of parenting on socialization process and value re-orientation of students for 

sustainable national development in Nigeria. 

 

Clarification of Terms  

Socialisation is the way in which we learn the appropriate behaviour of our 

society. It includes the way we think and behave.  Socialisation is a process that 

goes on throughout our lives – from birth to death (Youn, 2008).  Also, 

socialization  refers  to  the  process  through  which  individuals  adopt  and 

internalize the values, beliefs, and ways of perceiving the world which are 

shared by the members of a group or a culture in which the individual has been 

born into and raised (Younge and Harriette, 2008).  Also, Berger (2004), 

defined socialization as the process by which a child learns to be a participant 

member of society.  Santrock (2007) views  socialization  as  the  process  of  
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social  interaction through  which  people  acquire personality and learn the way 

of life of their society. It is obvious  from the above definitions that, through 

socialization the child learns  the  normative  values,  beliefs,  skills,  languages  

and  other  essential  patterns  of thought and action that is relevant for social 

life. Socialization is a process by which cultural and behavior pattern of a 

particular society is transmitted from one generation to another for social 

perpetuation.  

On the other hand, the word parenting is conceived as a set of functions in the 

service of individual’s socialization in the family (Maccoby, 2007). According 

to Buijzen and Patti (2005) parenting or child nurturing is the process of 

promoting and supporting the  physical,  emotional, social, financial 

and  intellectual development of a  child  from  infancy  to  adulthood. Parenting 

refers to the aspects of raising a child or ward aside from the biological 

relationship.  Furthermore, Enu and Esu (2011) viewed values as basic beliefs 

and attitude in a society whether of individuals or groups which are considered 

worthwhile and serve as a guide to choices and behaviours in our daily life. 

Also, Esu (2009) refers to values as ideals that guide or qualify your personal 

conduct, interaction with others and involvement in your career. Values help to 

inform one on how he or she can conduct one’s life in a meaningful way. Values 

therefore are deep seated beliefs that influence people’s actions and behaviours. 

According to Magaji (2014) value re-orientation is a re-assessment, take a look 

again and put something back on course because it has gone off-course. Re-

orientation is to make the family functional again, in terms of values, 

knowledge, socialization and skills for national development.  

On the other hand, Development is the process of raising peoples’ standard of 

living from undesirable state to desirable state through application of relevant 

growth processes in generating favourable condition for the purpose of 

increasing peoples’ self-esteem and freedom to lead quality life, and to 

overcome certain developmental barriers in order to transcend into comfortable 

and desirable existence  The term national development is used to refer to a state 

of maturity which characterizes a nation-state. This maturity results from the 

interplay of modern political, economic and social forces and processes which 

transform diverse people, shaping a common geographical area, from 

acceptance and allegiance to and participation in a transitional policy to the 

acceptance and creations of and participation in a modern nation-state. The 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Physical_fitness
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Emotion
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Social_development
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Intellectual_development
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Child
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Infant
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Adult
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latter is characterized by governmental machinery capable of commanding 

loyalty, keeping order, eliciting legitimacy, fostering integration, permitting 

mass participation; and satisfying popular wants and expectations (Ali, 2013; 

Val-Ogu, Uzoechina & Olorunyomi, 2017). In the absence of security, 

economic growth and development cannot be sustained as it destroys economic, 

human and social capital. Under conditions of peace and security, people and 

government can direct their efforts and resources towards improving human 

life. 

 

Need for Value Re-orientation among Students for Sustainable National 

Development 

Every society needs to define its values and engage in activities that will sustain 

those set of values. The 1999 Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria 

provides for the motto, social order and national ethics which underpin the 

values of Nigeria. The Constitution provides that the motto of the country shall 

be unity and faith, peace and progress. The Constitution also provides that the 

state social order is founded on the ideals of freedom, equality and justice. 

Section 23 provides that the national ethics shall be discipline, integrity, dignity 

of labour, social justice, religious tolerance and patriotism. Section 24 further 

prescribes duties for citizens of Nigeria to abide by the constitution, respect its 

ideals and its institutions, the national flag, the national anthem and legitimate 

authorities; help to ensure the good name of Nigeria, defend the country and 

render national service and respect the dignity of other citizens (Igbuzor, 2013).  

However, the lived experience of Nigerians is quite different from the 

constitutional provisions on ethics and values for the country. There is a lot of 

indiscipline in every facet of life in the country. Integrity is no longer cherished 

by many students. The get rich quick syndrome and pursuit of easy money has 

reduced the dignity of labour. There is high level of religious intolerance and 

the love for the country is waning. Many Nigerians have no respect for our 

institutions and national symbols. There is therefore a great need for value re-

orientation. The National Economic Empowerment and Development Strategy 

(NEEDS) recognized this need and value re-orientation was one of the four key 

strategies of the development strategy. The approach was to “lead a campaign 

to re-instill the virtues of honesty, hard work, selfless service, moral rectitude, 

and patriotism (National Orientation Agency, 2009 & Igbuzor, 2013)..  
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Unfortunately, throughout the period of the NEEDS, very little was done to 

actualize the campaign. On return to civil rule in 1999, many scholars and 

politicians argued that what is needed is reform of the various sectors. But after 

a decade of implementation of reforms, it became clear that what is needed is 

much more than reform but value re-orientation. Furthermore, over the years 

the social fabric of the Nigerian society has been destroyed. A lot of people 

become wealthy overnight without questions about the sources of the wealth. 

People who embezzle public funds are rewarded by their communities with 

chieftaincy titles. There is brazen display of wealth in the midst of widespread 

poverty. The extended family system is being destroyed. The get rich quick 

syndrome has caught up with a great number of the population (Igbuzor, 2013). 

The preceding analysis shows the need for re-orientation on social values, 

functional socialization of students and youths, promotion of good work ethics 

and values as well as social corporate responsibility. 

 

Parenting Styles and Socialization Process for Value Re-orientation of 

Students  

 Parenting styles has variously been defined. According to Maccoby (2007), 

parenting style is defined as a constellation of attitudes toward the wards that 

are communicated to the child/adult and create an emotional climate in which 

the parents’ behaviours are expressed. Moreover, frequently used in parenting 

style research are the fourfold parenting typology created based on the 

demandingness and responsiveness dimensions: authoritative, authoritarian, 

permissive, and neglectful (Steinberg &  Levine, 2007).  

i. Authoritative parenting style: is characterized by high demandingness 

and high responsiveness. As high on demandingness, authoritative 

parents consistently monitor individual’s behaviours, exert control, 

value disciplined conformity and tend to be assertive. At the same time, 

they are also responsive to their ward’s needs. They encourage 

bidirectional communication, respect their wards point of view and 

autonomous self-will, and recognize the rights of individual. When they 

impose rules or restrictions on their wards, they tend to explain reasons 

behind the parental policy. When wards violate parental rules, 

authoritative parents prefer non-punitive disciplines to punitive methods 

(Koerner & Fitzpatrick, 2002).  
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Implication of Authoritative parenting style on Socialization Process and 

Value Re-orientation of students for Sustainable National Development 

1. Skills Developed: When ward grows up with authoritative parents, they 

learn basic skills of discussion and conversation, enabling them to listen, 

converse and share thoughts effectively. Individuals often learn 

important skills of negotiation, as well. This equips wards to give and 

talk respectfully with other people, when arriving at a compromise. It’s 

common for these wards to develop stronger social skills and exhibit 

more emotional control and maturity (Maccoby, 2007).  

Personality Traits: The students/ disable persons who grow up in an 

authoritative household usually acquire a variety of positive personality 

traits. These wards often have higher self-esteem and confidence because 

of the nurturing and encouraging environment. Wards often exhibit 

higher levels of optimism, happiness, patience and emotional control, as 

well. Students with authoritative parents may be more socially 

competent, independent and responsible. The firm but loving 

authoritative parenting style often produces more competent and creative 

person, because they are encouraged to follow their innate interests and 

gifts (Steinberg & Levine, 2007). 

2. Authoritarian Parenting Style: is characterized by high 

demandingness and low responsiveness. Authoritarian parents highly 

value ward’s obedience to parents’ authority and favour punitive and 

forceful methods of discipline to curb ward’s self- will. Unlike 

authoritative parents, authoritarian parents want to control, shape, and 

evaluate ward’s attitudes, values and behaviours based on a standard set 

by the parents, without feeling any need to explain the reasoning behind 

their policies (Aron, Elaine & Danny, 2002). 

This almost non-interactive style has serious developmental, 

socialization and value re-orientation drawbacks (Daniel, Wassell, & 

Gilligan, 2009). Students are more susceptible to antisocial peer pressure 

during adolescence, a time when peer influence is the greatest (Koerner 

& Fitzpatrick, 2002), learn not to discuss issues with their parents and 

are influenced greatly by their peers. Often frustrated, they distance 

themselves from their parents by rebelling against the latter's values and 
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beliefs. Koerner and Fitzpatrick (2002), revealed that boys in this 

category have the highest level of violence.  

Furthermore, Steinberg and Levine (2007) shows that these teenagers are 

less self-reliant, persistent, and socially poised, and have lower self-

esteem. In addition, there is a strong inverse correlation between such 

authoritarianism and good grades. Other research indicates that they lack 

social competence and rarely initiate activities: "They show less 

intellectual curiosity, are not spontaneous and usually rely on the voice 

of authority" (Berger 2001). Students/ disabled persons who grow up in 

authoritarian homes may often become anxious or withdrawn or suffer 

from self-esteem problems. Due to gender socialization, those raised as 

male may experience anger problems, while those raised as female may 

become dependent upon others for approval.  

3. Permissive Parenting Style: is defined by low demandingness and high 

responsiveness, a direct opposite of the authoritarian parenting style. 

Unlike authoritarian parents, permissive parents exert less control over 

ward’s conduct and allow more self-regulation by individuals. They are 

lenient and non-punitive and make few demands on their wards. 

Permissive parents are also different from authoritative parents in that 

they tend to avoid the exercise of control over ward’s behaviours and do 

not present themselves as active agents of socialization responsible for 

shaping and controlling individual’s attitudes or behavior. Permissive 

parents are nurturing, warm, and accepting. Their main concerns are to 

let wards express their creativity and individuality and to make them 

happy (Barakat & Clark 2009), in the belief that this will teach them right 

from wrong (Berger 2001). Permissive parents find it hard to set clear 

limits, provide structure, are inconsistent disciplinarians (Berger 2001), 

and reward bad behavior regularly (Maccoby, 2007). Students are not 

pushed to obey guidelines or standards that, even when they do exist, are 

not enforced (Barakat & Clark 2009).  

Students from permissive parenting background turn out to be the 

unhappiest of all (Barakat & Clark 2009). They are more likely to exhibit 

such psychological problems as anxiety and depression (Steinberg & 

Levine, 2007), are the second group (after authoritarian) most likely to 

commit violence (Daniel, Wassell & Gilligan, 2009), and engage in 

https://www.boundless.com/psychology/definition/problem/
https://www.boundless.com/psychology/definition/gender/
https://www.boundless.com/psychology/definition/socialization/
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antisocial behavior (Simons, Lin & Gordon, 2008). Research links 

permissive parents with delinquency, crime at adulthood, substance 

abuse, and sexual activity (Jacobson & Crockett, 2000). 

 In effect, students learn a false sense of control over adults that 

increasing their manipulative behavior (Simons, Lin and Gordon, 2008). 

Later on, they do poorly in school, have higher rates of misbehaviour in 

areas involving adult authority, and "may also grow up manipulating 

around rules because those are not firm. As they have not been taught 

how to control or discipline themselves, they are less likely to develop 

self-respect. This lack of discipline and structure engenders a desire for 

some type of control, and so they put "a lot of energy into controlling 

parents and trying to get parents to control them" (Gonzalez-Mena, 

2003). 

Their unmet psychological needs make them "vulnerable to being easily 

discouraged by everyday problems and turns the adult away from full 

and satisfying participation in the world (Garbarino & Abramowilz, 

2002; Dinwiddie, 2005). This, in turn, hinders their social development, 

self-esteem, and positive self-concept. Without high expectations to 

realize, students of permissive parents generally have difficulty 

controlling their impulses, are immature, and reluctant to accept 

responsibility (Jacobson & Crockett, 2000; Daniel, Wassell & Gilligan, 

2009).  

4. Neglectful parenting style: is defined by low demandingness and low 

responsiveness. Neglectful parents are emotionally detached from their 

wards and less concerned about the child’s development. They neither 

seek parental control nor encourage ward’s autonomous development 

(Koerner and Fitzpatrick, 2002). Uninvolved parenting, sometimes 

referred to as neglectful parenting, is a style characterized by a lack of 

responsiveness to a ward's needs. Uninvolved parents make few to no 

demands of their wards and they are often indifferent, dismissive or even 

completely neglectful. These parents have little emotional involvement 

with their wards. While they provide for basic needs like food and 

shelter, they are uninvolved in their ward's lives. The degree of 

involvement may vary considerably. Some uninvolved parents may be 

relatively hands-off with their wards, but may still have some basic limits 
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such as curfews. Others may be downright neglectful or even reject their 

wards outright (Glasgow, 2007). The characteristics of the Uninvolved 

Parenting Style according to Dworkin (2007) are: Are emotionally 

distant from their children; Offer little or no supervision; Show little 

warmth, love, and affection towards their children/wards; Have few or 

no expectations or demands for behavior; May intentionally avoid their 

wards and Are often too overwhelmed by their own problems to deal 

with their wards 

As noted by Marion (2009); Strasburg and Barbara (2002), individuals 

raised by uninvolved parents: 

i. Must learn to provide for themselves 

ii. Fear becoming dependent on other people 

iii. Are often emotionally withdrawn 

iv. Tend to exhibit more delinquency during adolescence and crime  

at adulthood 

v. Feel fear, anxiety, or stress due to the lack of family support 

vi. Have an increased risk of substance abuse. 

 

Influence of Parenting on Internalization of Attitude, Norms and Values 

Re-orientation of students for Sustainable National Development 

 There are two specific models which elaborate on the antecedent conditions of 

internalization of attitudes, norms and values re-orientation. The first model to 

mention was proposed by Daniel, Wassell, and Gilligan (2009), basically the 

model proposes that socialization attempts by parents are a goal-directed 

process and parental goals and values are the initial determinants of the process.  

These goals and values are expected to lead to two intermediaries. The first one 

is how parents deal with individuals in specific situations, which is called the 

parenting practices. The kind of context they provide for the individual to 

communicate, interact, and socialize them is the second intermediary and this 

is called the parenting styles. Whereas various wards outcomes such as school 

involvement are directly affected by parenting practices, parenting styles have 

direct effects on individuals’ willingness to be socialized. Finally, parenting 

styles and individuals’ willingness for socialization are postulated to moderate 

the relationship between the parenting practices and wards outcomes (Daniel, 

Wassell & Gilligan, 2009). 
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Similarly, Aron, Elaine and Danny (2002) propose alike antecedents to 

internalization of attitudes, norms and values. The first one is the individuals’ 

accurate perception of the message the parents convey. The second antecedent 

is the acceptance of message,  and it can be compared to children’ willingness  

to  be  socialized as well re-orient their values  which  is  the  motivational  

variable  in  Aron, Elaine and  Danny (2002) model. Both accurate perception 

and acceptance of message are intervening variables. Message clarity, 

redundancy, and consistency, its fit to individual’s existing  schemas,  

individual’s  attention,  signalling  of  importance  for  the  parent,  and 

conveying positive intention are antecedent conditions to the mediation of 

accurate perception to lead to internalization of values, attitudes and norms  of 

the  society in which the students.   

More so, students’ evaluation of parental practices, motivation to accept 

parental message, and feelings of self-generation are antecedent conditions to 

the mediation of acceptance of message to lead to internalization of positive 

attitudes and values. Motivation to accept and feelings of self-generation can be 

expected to evoke to the extent that parents provide warmth and empathy to the  

student and that they minimize the use of salient external pressure on the 

individuals to  comply (Darling & Laurence, 2003). In terms of parenting styles, 

these conditions can be crystallized into authoritative parenting. As mentioned 

above, authoritative parents establish warm relationships with their wards built 

on two-way  communication,  which   enables   both clarification of message 

conveyed and individual’s expressing of their point of views so that a sense of 

autonomy can be achieved on part of the individual (Austin, 2009).  

Then, together with firm  control  over  ward’s  behavior  as  a   means  to  

closely scrutinize  their compliance to the parental values, authoritative parents 

can be argued to provide the optimal context for the internalization of values by 

their wards. Parenting is associated with various developmental, psychological, 

and social outcomes in children and adulthood. Also, the development of better 

psychological coping skills and competencies among children is associated with 

parenting. 

Finally, the family unit is the primary focus of value re-orientation informed by 

parental roles, goals, values and manners that influence the children moral and 

of social behavior that influence the children (Donatus, 2015). They should 

teach and train their children, adequately monitor their children, guide their 
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behavioural patterns at home and adopt gradual and systematic process to 

sensitize their children’s initiatives as well as develop in them self control in the 

absence of external authority. They should apply mild physical punishment, 

mild withdrawal of love, emotional appeals or threat of disapproval to develop 

in their children self imposed discipline and obedience to rules and regulations. 

Also, they should decide the type of films and association their children be 

exposed to. In this way, the ideas and attitudes of the children in the home will 

reflect their performance with larger society. 

 

Conclusion and Recommendations  

Obviously, socialization and value developing in a family setting can be both 

deliberate and unintended. Parents teach their wards the norms and customs of 

the culture.  Parents and siblings are also the models of behavior.  If parents 

themselves behave in socially approved ways, wards will copy that behavior. If 

parents are observed to behave in impolite, unethical or even illegal ways, wards 

may come to model that behavior as well. Research has proven repeatedly that 

parenting has a "direct correlation with how individual will grow up, how they 

live and whether they will abide by the rules in society. Therefore parents-to-be 

must analyze different parenting styles, their effects, and what works best for 

them and their wards. The family is the oldest institution on earth and it plays a 

vital role in human society. Throughout history, strong families have helped to 

make strong societies. The family, therefore, remains the best arrangement for 

training the children to become mature and credible adults. Therefore, we 

cannot continue to sound like a broken record about our youth being leaders of 

tomorrow when we have not adequately invested in the all-important attitudinal 

re-orientation meant to inculcate in them good moral values while also purging 

them of all kinds of primordial sentiments of religious extremism and ethnic 

jingoism. Families and schools must be the focal points of the messages of value 

re-orientation. Efforts should be made to re-tune the mindset of parents and 

teachers to drive the process of inculcating new values and attitudes into the 

psyche of Nigerian students at family and school levels. The mentality of 

individuals, communities and entire society should be re-oriented toward value. 

Value re-orientation should be taught in homes, worship places, schools and at 

cultural gatherings. Violators of values should be punished appropriately so as 

to deter others from any violation of educational and societal values. 
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