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Abstract 
This study examined the effects of parental background on the attitudes of private 

secondary school students towards learning of Yoruba. The target population is 

hundred students (100) students and fifty (50) parents randomly selected from 

private secondary schools in Oyo town. Also some parents were given 

questionnaire to fill in order to elicit response as regards "to various problems 

confronted by them towards their children attitude to learning of Yoruba language 

in schools. The study adopted simple percentage in analyzing data collected. It 

was discovered that some parents have done great harm to the teaching and 

learning of Yoruba right away from home thereby having negative effects on 

student interest in school. The paper now recommends that' there must be proper 

orientation for all stakeholders especially parents on the needs to cultivate habit 

of speaking Yoruba language to their children from home. This will form the part 

of their cultural obligation and thereby promoting moral instruction which form 

part of our cultural heritage.  
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Introduction 
Language is an essential means of 

communication in all human societies. It 

gives structure to human society. Without 

language, our society will be devoid of 

meaning. According to Aremu (2008), 

language is a vital tool of learning, and it 

is the most viable means through which 

knowledge could be acquired by the 

learner. The performance of any child in 

a language depends on his competencies 
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on the four basic skills like listening, speaking, reading and writing. It is an evident 

that Yoruba language has been in existence since the evolution of the Yoruba race. 

Therefore, it is Yoruba language that the Yoruba race use in speaking, thinking as well 

as their daily activities and social interaction. However, with the coming of the 

European missionaries Yoruba language was reduced to writing as fashioned by the 

colonial masters (Olatunji, 2017).  

However, if we consider at the role of education, it would be observed that parents are 

anxious to see their children acquire more successes in their academic endeavour in 

life. The background of a child affects the performance of the child in school either 

positively or negatively. The National Policy on Education that has been revised and 

4th edition published stipulates that the teaching and learning of Yoruba language in 

our schools must start right from primary school level and continues to secondary 

school level. As a result of this, Yoruba language have for a long time been a subject 

in secondary school curriculum both in public and private schools especially in the 

South West of Nigeria. (Olatunji, 2017).  

It should be noted that the home of a child occupies a very vital position in the 

education of children especially in Nigeria. Therefore, for child to develop positive 

attitudes towards speaking his or her own mother tongue there is much a-do by the 

parents as this would enable them to express their minds easily during teaching and 

learning process for effective performance in their academic pursuit.  

 

Statement of the Problems  

There is an adage that says "charity begins at home", it should be noted that there 

should not be any conflict between the home and the school on the instructions given 

to the students. In a situation where there is conflict, it will have adverse effect(s) on 

the performance of the child in the course of his or her career.  One can trace the 

genesis of parental effects on students attitudes towards learning of Yoruba especially 

in private schools to some contributory factors such as parental influence, religious 

factor, the level of parents education, environmental factor and socio-economic 

problem, proliferation of nursery and primary schools, implementation of government 

policies on language education just to mention but a few.  

The extension of various problems inherited as a result of poor home background 

makes it difficult for the child to have positive interest in learning of Yoruba in schools 

(Owonikoko, 2015). Many students in our private secondary schools often find it 

difficult to express themselves fluently in their native language (Yoruba) which is 

being taught in their schools. This is as a result of their poor attitude which extends to 

the reading of Yoruba literary text which would have improved their level of 

proficiency in Yoruba language.  
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Purpose of the Study  

The objective of this study is to examine the effects of parental background on 

students’ attitude towards learning Yoruba in some private secondary schools in Oyo 

town and proffer possible solutions to some of the emanating problems. It would also 

shed light on how parents could adjust despite various societal economic problems as 

a result of poor home background in order to improve their children education with 

regards to the learning of mother tongue.  

 

Significance of the Study  

The study would be of benefit to make different homes and schools work together as 

partners in progress by having harmonious relationship in order to improve the 

teaching and learning of Yoruba language in our private secondary schools and 

beyond.  

Moreover, it would go a long way in correcting some wrong insinuation about the 

learning of Yoruba among parents and owner of private secondary schools which may 

later contribute to the performances of the students in the subject.  

 

Review of Related Literature  

Yoruba language being a mother tongue plays an important role in Nigeria educational 

system especially in the western part of Nigeria. The reason is that children do acquire 

earliest experiences of life through mother tongue. The experiences gained by a child 

at home through various home training are regarded as informal education should be 

build upon when receiving formal education in their various schools.  

There is no way we can discuss a student home background without mentioning 

parental influence that brought about the attitudes of students towards acquiring 

knowledge in schools vis-a-vis Yoruba language. Therefore, attitude is one of the 

psychological concepts that affect the mind of a child particularly when learning 

(Uluocha 2008). It must be noted here that, if one is favourably disposed towards 

something, such a person develops a positive attitude. But if there is any degree of 

dislike towards the enterprise, negative attitude is developed.  

According to Oyetade cited in Uluocha (2008), attitude could be described as an 

opinion which represents one's overall inclination towards an object, idea or situation. 

It is a mental state of readiness organized through experience exerting a direct or 

dynamic influence upon the individual’s response to object and situation with which 

it is related. The attitude of some students of private secondary school and their 

counterpart in public schools are worrisome. The reason is that they are favourably 

disposed towards learning English language because of its functional value with the 

assistance of their parent. While their attitudes towards learning Yoruba are quite 
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negative because of the perceived lower economic rewards that are received from it. 

(Adegbija, 1998).  

Some contributory factors influencing parental background on the attitudes and 

performance of students towards learning of Yoruba needs to be discussed. Among 

these factors are; parental influence, religious background, environmental factor, 

socio-economic factor, peer group influence to mention but a few.  

Parental influence is the problem associated with home background on learning of 

Yoruba language. We have some parents that are interested in speaking English 

language to their children at the expense of Yoruba language. Their belief is that 

children will be able to communicate effectively wherever they may be. They forgot 

that if they do not show positive attitude towards the speaking of their language right 

from childhood to their children, there would be problem for child educational 

development.  

It should be noted at this juncture that some parents do not involve their children with 

regard to moral upbringing such as mode of dressing, greeting, how to talk to an elderly 

person right away from home. These moral attitudes should have been part of the 

children as an informal education before going to school. Another aspect where 

parents’ influence is very important is that of uncaring attitude of some parents which 

often result to discouragement of children from speaking Yoruba in their society.  

Religious backgrounds of some parent have contributed negatively to the attitude of 

children in learning of Yoruba in school. Many parents believe that the teaching and 

learning of oral poetry aspect of Yoruba literature has to do with rituals during their 

performance. That is the reason why some parent creates negative attitudes towards 

making their children to learn Yoruba. The studying of Yoruba traditional festivals 

such as Osun - Osogbo, masquerade (Eegun) and traditional religions such as Ogun, 

Sango and Ifa do not augur well to some parents. Their belief is that teaching their 

children these traditional religions is against their religious doctrine. This is common 

among parents from Muslim and Christianity background in our society today 

(Adedokun, 2013).  

Parental educational statuses do influence learning of Yoruba in our secondary school 

in different forms. Both the educated elite and non-literate parents of today want their 

wards to be fluent in speaking English. Some educated parent right away from home 

belief that English language is a language of international community and use for 

science and technology. They will encourage their children at all cost to do away with 

the learning of Yoruba. That is why most of the children do absent themselves from 

Yoruba classes because of their parental negative attitude on the subject (Okunola, 

2001).  

Environmental factor have major role to play in encouraging student to have positive 
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attitude towards the learning of Yoruba in schools especially private secondary 

schools, if some parents from different homes change their orientation towards having 

special interest in Yoruba. The refusal of some parents where children come from is 

that any, native speaker of a language believes that there is little or nothing new that 

could be studied since it is their language of their immediate environment. This has 

affected students’ performance in the subject especially on literary aspect of Yoruba 

among others. It should be noted that some children were exposed to foreign 

progrmames on their cables network especially on television at home and other 

viewing centres. It has negative influence on learning of Yoruba in school. This 

practice is common among private secondary school students because of the level of 

their civilization imbibed from their parent. Some parents discourage their children 

from watching Yoruba home videos that have to do with Yoruba culture which can 

improve children moral upbringing and promote national value. Parents forgot that 

exposing their children to foreign material on cable network will do more harm than 

good to their wards. They even call those children who come from home where they 

love watching local film that would be of benefit to their life derogatory names. Socio-

economic status of some parents also contributes either positively or negatively 

towards student learning of Yoruba in secondary school. This is because of the 

negative attitude of some parents coupled with their financial incapability. Some 

refuse to buy educational materials needed by their children. To make the situation 

worse, some parents of the elite group may refuse form habits of not buying literature 

books on Yoruba for their children. Instead they prefer buying English literature books 

and science related subjects for them. Even some parents prefer spending their money 

on buying social materials which they feel will improve their social status in the 

society instead of buying relevant textbooks useful for their children.  

Effects of proliferation of private primary school also have influence on the attitudes 

of students in secondary schools in learning Yoruba. The reason is “that the fast 

growing of nursery and primary schools all over the state especially Oyo town which 

is the focus of this paper has greatly affected the use of mother tongue in our school. 

This is the fault of every parent right from home. Since parents have refused to fulfill 

their obligation of speaking mother tongue to their children from childhood before 

sending them to those private Nursery and Primary School there is nothing the school 

can do than to discourage the use of mother tongue in their various schools.  

These and all the factors mentioned in this study would be subjected to thorough 

investigation, analysis and discussion in order to have solution to problems emanating 

from it in the course of this work.  
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Data Base Used for this Study  

The method of data gathering for the purpose of this research work was based on 

questionnaire and interview. The questionnaires were distributed to both parents and 

students of selected private secondary schools in Oyo town. The schools are St. Francis 

Catholic College, Oyo; Al-Ameen Comprehensive High School, Oyo; Aatan 

Comprehensive High School, Koso, Oyo; Nesto College, Oyo; Bright Star College, 

Oyo; while interviews were also granted to some parents of selected secondary 

schools. The purpose is to collect data based on the level of their educational 

background, age, occupation and their social status in order to understand their view 

on the use of Yoruba at home.  

The populations for this study were parents and students of private secondary school 

in Oyo. From the above selected schools, 100 students and 50 parents were randomly 

sampled and questionnaire was also administered. Students sampled are from JSS 1 - 

JSS3 because majority of the students are offering Yoruba language at this level.  

 

Procedure for Data Analysis  

Simple percentages were employed in analyzing the data. Besides, the participant's 

observations were also used by the researcher while recording communication of the 

selected students to ascertain their level of communicative competence and 

proficiency in Yoruba language. All these were done to validate the authenticity of the 

responses of this research work.  

 

Presentation of Analysis of the Findings  

The data generated from the questionnaires were presented in the table containing the 

responses of the parents and students of selected secondary school against the items in 

YES or NO format and the percentage of such responses were determine.  

 

Table 1: Total Number of Respondent among selected students of private 

secondary schools showing their number of “YES and NO”.  

S/N ITEMS RESPONDENTS 

YES % NO % 

1.  Do you enjoy speaking Yoruba language than 

any other language? 

40 40% 60 60% 

2.  You enjoy speaking English language than your 

native language (Yoruba). 

60 60% 40 40% 

3.  Your parents speak only Yoruba to you at home? 60 60% 40 40% 

4.  Your parents speak both English and Yoruba 

with you at home. 

52 52% 48 48% 



347  africascholarpublications@gmail.com                                                                               

 2019 

 
 

5.  You always find it difficult to express yourself in 

Yoruba especially when you want to describe 

topic on your culture, tradition and norms. 

70 70% 30 30% 

6.  Your parent educational status affects your level 

of proficiency in Yoruba in different forms. 

70 70% 30 30% 

7.  Does your own religion background have 

negative value on your attitudes to learning of 

Yoruba in school? 

66 66% 34 34% 

8.  Do you speak Yoruba language to the people of 

your immediate environment? 

64 64% 36 36% 

9.  Your private primary school attended contributes 

to your not being fluent and understanding of 

Yoruba effectively. 

70 70% 30 30% 

10.  Your parents provide necessary instructional 

material needed to excel in Yoruba language in 

school. 

36 36% 64 64% 

11.  Your exposure to both foreign films and their 

programmes on your cable network and 

television at home influence your speaking of 

Yoruba. 

60 60% 40 40% 

12.  Your teacher always speaks Yoruba with you 

even outside classroom setting so as to improve 

your competency in the language. 

30 30% 70 70% 

13.  Your parents encourage you to read Yoruba 

literature text relevant to your study. 

40 40% 60 60% 

14.  Your parents encourage you to study Yoruba as 

a career discipline in future. 

30 30% 70 70% 

15.  Your parental background contributes to your 

poor academic performance in Yoruba language 

right form your Junior secondary level. 

66 66% 34 34% 

 

Discussion 

From the above analysis, it could be deduced that 30 of the parents representing 60% 

enjoy speaking English at home while 20 of the parents representing 40% prefer 

speaking Yoruba at home. From the response of the students, 60% of the population 

agreed that they speak English language to their parents, while 40% prefer speaking 

Yoruba.  

Some of the parents interviewed were of the opinion that they are not good at speaking 
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Yoruba and their belief is that children would be able to communicate effectively 

wherever they may be. Some parents even find it difficult to express themselves in 

Yoruba language whenever they want to describe some object relating to their cultures, 

tradition and norms. This could be seen from the response where 60% of the students. 

They claimed that they easily code-mix Yoruba expression with English language 

which has adversely affected their understanding of their cultural values.  

Moreover, 70% of the students sampled population, the respondent on which 

questionnaire was administered were of the opinion that their parental status in 

different ways affected their level of proficiency in Yoruba, while 30% of the students 

population disagreed with this assertion. The reason is that, both educated elites and 

non-literate of the parents today want their wards to be fluent in English in order to 

raise their status in society.  

Also some students of the selected private secondary schools representing 70% 

attended private nursery and primary schools where most of them were not introduced 

to the use of mother tongue at early stage of their education, while 30% of the students 

out of the sampled population attended private primary schools where Yoruba 

language is used as the language of instruction at early stage of their primary 

education. The argument here is that, they want to be exposed internationally and 

connected with basic use of science and technology which could be easily achieved 

through the use of English language at the expense of Yoruba language.  

 

Table 2: Total Number of Respondent from selected parents of private secondary 

school showing their number of “Yes or No”  

S/N ITEMS RESPONDENTS 

  YES % NO % 

1.  Do you speak Yoruba to your children at home? 20 40% 30 60% 

2.  Do you like to speak English language than 

Yoruba during conversation at home? 

15 30% 35 70% 

3.  Do you have interest in expressing yourself in 

Yoruba whenever you want to describe some 

object on your culture and tradition and norms to 

children at home? 

20 40% 30 60% 

4.  Your educational status affects your level of 

proficiency in Yoruba language in society. 

33 66% 17 34% 

5.  Do you provide necessary material relevant to 

the learning of Yoruba language to your children 

despite socio-economic difficulties? 

15 30% 35 70% 

6.  Do you send your children to private Nursery 40 80% 10 20% 



349  africascholarpublications@gmail.com                                                                               

 2019 

 
 

and Primary school where student are not 

allowed to speak Yoruba? 

7.  Your religion background affects your attitude 

towards allowing your children learning of 

Yoruba language. 

35 70% 15 30% 

8.  Do you expose your children to watching of 

foreign cable especially foreign films at the 

expenses of local film? 

33 66% 17 34% 

9.  Do you encourage your children to study Yoruba 

as a course in his or her chosen career after 

secondary education? 

38 76% 12 24% 

10.  Do you want your children to excel in his or her 

academic performance in Yoruba language 

especially at Basic Education Certificate 

Examination? 

26 52% 24 48% 

11.  Do you buy Yoruba traditional dress for your 

children to wear? 

12 24% 38 76% 

 

Discussion  

From Table 2 above, it could be deduced that many of the parents on which 

questionnaire was administered representing 70% of the population sample 

discouraged their children to learn literature and cultural aspect of Yoruba language. 

This is due to their religious fanatism which their children have also been 

indoctrinated. Some students sampled population represent 66% agreed that their 

parents do not want them to learn cultural aspect of Yoruba, especially the traditional 

religion like Ogun, Sango, Obatala, Osun to mention but a few. Their belief is that 

teaching children those traditional festival and religion is against their parent religious 

doctrine. Some said that they always absent themselves from Yoruba lesson whenever 

they want to teach topics on Yoruba Oral literature and other traditional materials in 

their religion. But 34% of the population did not see anything wrong in attending 

Yoruba lesson even when the cultural and traditional aspect of the subject is being 

taught in the class. In my opinion, learning of Yoruba traditional materials and 

festivals would promote our cultural heritage instead of turning us to idol worshippers. 

Also, 35 parents representing 70% of the population agreed that they do not usually 

provide instructional materials needed by their children for learning Yoruba. This is 

due to their economic status and their negative attitudes towards the subject. For 

example, they prefer buying English literature text books at the expense of Yoruba 

literary text. They do not see the positive aspect that buying Yoruba literary text would 
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motivate children to read, thereby, increase upbringing their level of their proficiency 

in Yoruba. While few parent find means of buying Yoruba literary text despite 

economic meltdown because of the interest they have for native language. Some 

students agreed that their performance in Yoruba as a subject is usually woeful due to 

the inability of their parents to provide reading materials for them especially Yoruba 

textbooks.  

From the table above, it would be observed that 33 parents representing 66% agreed 

that their children were exposed to foreign films from childhood at the expense of local 

films. The argument here is that, they want their children to be exposed globally so 

that they will not be inferior with regard to Western civilization.  

Again 52% of the parents want their children to excel in their junior secondary school 

examination despite their poor background in Yoruba language. The reason is that they 

do not want to be ashamed of themselves in the presence of their kinsmen as a native 

speaker if their wards perform badly. However, 48% of the parents want their children 

to excel in Yoruba because of their positive contribution toward their success in the 

subject.  

Coupled with the above, therefore, we still have some parents who show their negative 

interest towards learning of Yoruba to the extent of discouraging their children from 

selecting the subject at senior secondary school level. Majority of the parents with 

70% based their argument son influence of science and technology. They believe that 

with the invention of computer which everyone tries to be versed is one of the options 

that has already giving English language priority over their native language, while 15 

parents from non-literate represent 30% were of opinion that despite the invention of 

science and technology there is room to accommodate the use of indigenous language.  

The efforts of Yoruba language teachers in employing different methods of teaching 

to encourage students to learn, poor parental background resulted to some students’ 

lack of communicative competence in Yoruba. The reason is that majority of the 

students are educated elite and non-native speakers because of their rush for Western 

Education in the society.  

 

Recommendations  

From the above findings, in this study, we would want to make the following 

recommendations; 

In promoting teaching and learning of Yoruba language in school, parent of public and 

private secondary school should work harmoniously towards motivating their children 

to contribute positively to the speaking of the language.  

Yoruba language should be a compulsory subject for student going to senior secondary 

school just like English language. It would make all students to take the subject very 
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serious thereby improving the level of their communicative competence.  

As a parent, we need to promote our cultural heritage starting from the speaking our 

native language, identification of our traditional materials, mode of greetings, wearing 

of traditional attires to mention but a few regardless of our educational background in 

the present dispensation.  

Also, parent should stop playing politics when providing relevant educational 

materials for their children when buying Yoruba literary text just like English literature 

books in order to improve children reading habit in their own language.  

As a parent, we should stop discouraging our wards from learning Yoruba language in 

school under the guise of religious fanaticism. Learning Yoruba tradition religion and 

festivals would promote our cultural heritage rather than turning our children to idol 

worshipper based on the opinion of some parents’ interviewed in the course of this 

study.  

It is right time to expose our children to watching of local films either on the cables, 

television, local news paper because it will motivate the children to speak Yoruba, 

thereby reducing moral decadence in our society.  

Parents should support Government on the implementation of National Policy on 

Education on the usage of Yoruba as one of indigenous language to be used as a 

medium of instruction right from primary school for better understanding of other 

subject in school.  

In view of the above findings, we need to have a re-think as regards seeing Yoruba as 

an inferior subject to English language which majority believe that it is our official 

language of the nation. They should bear it in mind that there is an adage that says 

“charity begins at home”.  

Now that most of the country is vast growing in science and technology, there is need 

to encourage our children right away from home to imbibe spirit of using Yoruba 

language in their basic education and daily activities. The use of native language 

(Yoruba) holds the promise most desire for scientific and technological advancement 

which most of the people are crazy for today.  

We want to implore the proprietors of private schools in collaboration with parents to 

set aside 'Cultural Day' where all students would be allowed to wear Yoruba traditional 

dress. This would change both parents and students attitudes towards learning of 

Yoruba positively.  

 

Conclusion  

The study examined effects of parental background on the learning of Yoruba 

language among selected secondary schools in Oyo town. It is established in this 

research work that parental background contributes towards learning of Yoruba 
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language our children especially among private secondary school in different ways.  

It is the opinion of this researcher that students in secondary schools develop positive 

attitude towards learning Yoruba through parental influence from their different home. 

Also children should be encouraged to form the habit of speaking Yoruba at home 

with their parents. A child that has better understanding of his native language tends 

to perform better in his or her educational pursuit. This is because a child reasons in 

his or her mother tongue. 
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