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Abstract 

By its interdisciplinary character, Social Studies Education develop in the 

minds of students the basic knowledge and ways of thinking that prepare 

them to participate in civic and community life as active and informed 

citizens. It touches on all aspects of societal development; be it political, 

economic, social, cultural, technological or educational. This may be the 

reason why it is being referred to as a way of life. Skills are indispensables 

in building a well-informed and effective citizenry who are useful to 

themselves and the society in which they find themselves. This paper 

examines the place of Social Studies Education in promoting 

Entrepreneurship skills for Sustainable development in Nigeria. The paper 

discussed the concepts of Social Studies education, entrepreneurship 

education and skills. The paper also attempts to establish the relevance of 

Social Studies Education in entrepreneurship development. The paper 

finally gives some recommendations among which is the need for periodic 

review of Social Studies Education Curriculum to enable it to stand the test 

of time. This is because social and economic skills for effective 

entrepreneurship and self-reliance development are never static they 

change with time, space and innovations, the need for SOSCEAN to 
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vigorously pursue the full implementation of Social Studies education 

curriculum at all levels of schooling in Nigeria. 

 

Keywords: Social Studies Education, Entrepreneurship Skills, Sustainable 

Development. 

 

 

Introduction 
Education is a social process in 

capacity building and maintenance of 

society as well as a process for 

acquiring skills, relevant knowledge 

and attitudes for surviving in the 

changing world. Adesina (2011) 

argues that Education is a major force 

in economic, intellectual, social and 

cultural empowerment. He goes on to 

say that education has the capacity to 

bring about character and attitudinal 

change, as well as reshape human 

potential for desired development. 

According to Isa (2016) education 

remains a pivot upon which the 

wheels of society revolve. It is a 

mechanism for social and economic 

development of the people, which 

contributes to economic growth by 

eradicating poverty through career 

training, job specification and wealth 

creation. Both the developed and 

developing countries’ education 

system is thus expected to device 

appropriate strategies for equipping 

individuals with skills, knowledge, 

motivation, positive attitudes, 

innovation for self reliance to cope 

with the problems of poverty, 

underemployment, and 

unemployment.  

Entrepreneurship education has 

continued to features as a captivating 

theme in local and international 

conferences because of its potency as 

a tool for mitigating unemployment 

and other socio-economic challenges 

inhibiting sustainable development in 

all parts of the globe. Inclusion of 

entrepreneurship education into 

curricula of tertiary institutions started 

in the United States of America as far 

back as 1947 (Kuratko, 2003). He 

defines Entrepreneurship as an 

individual’s ability to turn ideas into 

action. It includes creativity, 

innovation and risk taking, as well as 

the ability to plan and manage projects 

in order to achieve the desired 

objective. The Nigerian Educational 

Research and Development Council 

(NERDC) (2004) Cited in Gwija, 
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Eresia-Eke & Iwu (2014) consider 

entrepreneurship education as a 

comprehensive term referring to those 

aspects of education at process 

involving, in addition to general 

education, the study of technology 

related sciences and the acquisition of 

entrepreneurial skills, attitudes, 

understanding and knowledge relating 

occupations in various sectors of economic and social life.  

Social Studies according to Isa (2016) is a value laden course of instruction 

meant to equip the learner with cognition, values, attitudes and functional skills 

to survive in an ever dynamic society, replete with sporadic changes in 

information , technology, values and knowledge. According to Mezieobi (2011) 

Social Studies is a reformatory school instruction designed to equip learners 

with desirable attitudes, values, skills and knowledge for cohesive social 

existence in the Nigeria society’’. The ultimate aim of Social Studies Education 

is to breed effective citizenry who are useful to themselves, their families, 

communities and the nation at large. However, AERO (2011) has observed that 

“for all the arguments, convention speeches, and journal articles, it seems clear 

that the term citizenship education lies at the heart of Social Studies.”  

For Nigerian citizens to be fully responsive and responsible citizens in this 

dynamic and globalized world, they need some basic skills that will assist them 

to relate effectively in a non-conflictual manner in any human environment they 

may find them themselves at a particular point in time. The socio-economic 

skills enable them to function effectively and benefit maximally in any kind of 

environment they find themselves.  

Nevertheless, socio-economic skills are vital ingredient in an effort towards 

effective entrepreneurship and self-reliance development. This is because these 

skills enable man to relate effectively with other stakeholders for optimum 

success in an enterprise. Social Studies Education through its teachings and 

advocacies promote the development of those skills that ensures success in a 

business environment and self-reliance development (Salihu, 2014). It is against 

this background that this paper looks at the Influence of Social Studies 

Education in Promoting Socio-economic Skills for Entrepreneurship 

Development in Nigeria. 

 

CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK  

Concept of Social Studies Education 
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Social Studies is defined as the study of man in his entirety. It has also been 

defined as the study of man and his physical and social environment. It studies 

man as he relate with his physical and social environment and the outcome of 

such relationship. According to Kadiri (2004: 241) Social Studies is: 

An integrated study of the social sciences and humanities to promote civic 

competence. Within the school programmes, social studies provides coordinate, 

systematic study drawing upon such disciplines as anthropology, economics, 

geography, history, law, political science, religion, etc. as well as appropriate 

content from the Humanities, mathematics and natural science. The purpose of 

Social Studies is to help young people with the ability to make informed and 

reasoned decisions for the public good as citizens of a culturally diverse, 

democratic society in an interdependent world. 

According to Okonkwo (2000), Social Studies is "The study of man and his 

physical and social environments and of how man interacts with others". 

However to Onipe (2004), Social Studies is an integrated study that critically 

looks at man and his complex relationships within his socio-physical 

environments. According to Ogundare (2000), 'Social Studies is a study of 

problems of survival in an environment and how to find solutions to them. It is 

a multi-disciplinary study of topic, a problem, an issue, a concern or an 

aspiration'. Further to Ololobou (2004) Social Studies is seen as: An organized 

integrated study of man and his environment, both physical and social, 

emphasizing on cognition, functional skills, and desirable attitudes and actions 

for the purposes of producing an effective citizenry. 

Similarly, Omooba, Obi and Olabode (2008) indicated that Social Studies is that 

aspect of learning which deals with how to get along with one's environment, 

physical as well as human, and to develop those skills, knowledge, attitudes and 

values that characterize a responsible citizens in a free society. Going by the 

above definitions, it is apparent that Social Studies Education is a discipline or 

subject that focuses on solving the problems of man in the society. This is done 

through its teachings and advocacies especially to its students. Social Studies 

Education equips man with necessary skills for survival especially in his 

interaction with his socio-economic environment to make him fit and functional 

in the ever-changing world. 

 

General Objectives of Social Studies Education 



148  africascholarpublications@gmail.com                                                                               

 2019 

 
 

The overall aim of Social Studies Education in Nigeria is to produce effective 

citizenry who are useful to themselves, their family, community and the nation 

at large. The general objectives of Social Studies Education as outlined by 

Ololobou (2010) are as follows: 

i. The development of an understanding of the environment in the learners. 

ii. The development of useful skills and abilities which will enable learners 

to deal with and manage the forces of the world around them. 

iii. Inculcate in learners the desire for harmonious living through an 

understanding of the social and cultural diversities in the society. 

 

From these general aims, the goals of Social Studies Education for each level 

of education from primary to tertiary levels are identified. Considering the 

above general objectives of Social Studies Education it can be deduced that 

social studies education focus on developing skills in man especially the socio-

economic skills which are necessary to function effectively and productively in 

the socio-economic environment without much difficulty and conflict in his 

relationship with others (Salihu 2014). Furthermore, Social Studies Education 

is aimed at helping learners to understand their socio-economic, political, 

technological and physical environment among others in other to relate and 

benefit maximally in any environment he may find himself. It is also aimed at 

inculcating in the learners the spirit and desire for harmonious living especially 

in a multi-cultural society like Nigeria and the need to resolve socio-economic 

and political differences amicably through dialogue and negotiations. 

 

Concept of Entrepreneurship  

Entrepreneurship is one of the four mainstream economic factors of production. 

The others are land, labour and capital (Orisa, 2013). Entrepreneurship emerged 

as an important concept in global economic transformation. Studies have shown 

that entrepreneurship process is a vital source of developing human capital as 

well as plays a vital role in providing learning opportunities for individuals to 

improve their skills, attitudes and abilities (Shane 2003).  

Entrepreneurship is the capacity and willingness to develop, organize and 

manage a business venture along with any of its risks in order to make a profit 

(Salihu, 2014). Entrepreneurial spirit is characterized by innovation and risk-

taking, and is an essential part of a nation's ability to succeed in an ever changing 

http://www.businessdictionary.com/definition/capacity.html
http://www.businessdictionary.com/definition/develop.html
http://www.businessdictionary.com/definition/manage.html
http://www.businessdictionary.com/definition/business-venture.html
http://www.businessdictionary.com/definition/risk.html
http://www.businessdictionary.com/definition/order.html
http://www.businessdictionary.com/definition/profit.html
http://www.businessdictionary.com/definition/innovation.html
http://www.businessdictionary.com/definition/nation.html
http://www.businessdictionary.com/definition/ability.html
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and increasingly competitive global marketplace. An entrepreneur is someone 

who organizes, manages, and assumes the risks of a business or enterprise. An 

entrepreneur is an agent of change. Entrepreneurship is the process of 

discovering new ways of combining resources. According to Ubah (2011), 

entrepreneurship focuses on recognizing a business opportunity, starting a 

business based on the recognized opportunity and operating and maintains that 

business. In addition, Ubah (2011) stressed that entrepreneurship is creating 

new enterprises to meet new challenges and opportunities presented in the 

situation. 

From the foregoing, it can be deduced that entrepreneurship refers to the ability 

of using one’s initiative to start a novel business venture with a view to create 

wealth through self employment. There are various forms of entrepreneurship 

and the most obvious form of it is starting new business popularly referred to as 

‘’starts-up company’’. A start-up business has numerous advantages these 

including;  

• There is joy and satisfaction of creating one’s own kind of business of 

his/her dreams.  

• Management of product or service, a target market, technology, 

employees and operating procedures. 

•  He/she is able to choose a business name, location & site  

 

The main disadvantage of a start-up business is the mountain of 

unforeseen/unexpected problems generally associated with business formation 

and often encountered in the process of building a business. These problems 

include:  

• Negative attitude of the consumers towards the product or service  

• Inadequate capital to finance operations and unexpected hitches in the 

performance of some of the fixed assets in the business, Isa (2016). 

 

In other words,   an entrepreneur is described as “one who organizes, manages, 

and assumed the risks of a business or enterprise’, thus, an entrepreneur must 

have the ability/technical know-how in addition to being willing to establish an 

enterprise. Correspondingly, an entrepreneur can be defined as one who 

organizes, manages and assumes the need of a business enterprise. He/she is a 

person who has possession of an enterprise or venture and assumes significant 

http://www.businessdictionary.com/definition/competitive.html
http://www.businessdictionary.com/definition/global.html
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accountability for the inherent risks and the outcome. He is an ambitious leader 

who combines land, labour and capital to create market and new goods or 

services (Adeyemo, 2009).  

 

Basic Traits of an Entrepreneur 

From the foregoing, an entrepreneur can be defined as one who combines the 

land of one, labour of another and the capital of yet another, and thus, produces 

a product. In a related development, Karefa, (2014) listed the following traits 

typical of entrepreneurs: 

i. Desire to achieve: The push to conquer problems, give birth to a 

successful venture.  

ii. Hard work: It is often suggested that many entrepreneurs are 

workaholics  

iii. Desire to work for themselves: Entrepreneurs like to work for 

themselves rather than working for an organization or any other 

individual. They may work for someone to gain knowledge of the 

product or service that they may want to produce.  

iv. Nurturing quality: That is willing to take charge of and watch over 

a venture until it can stand alone.  

v. Acceptance of Responsibility: Are morally, legally and mentally 

accountable for their ventures. Some entrepreneurs may be driven 

more by altruism than by self-interest. 

vi. Reward orientation: i.e., desire to achieve, hard work, take 

responsibility, but also with commensurate desire to be rewarded 

handsomely for their efforts; rewards can be forms other than money, 

such as recognition and respect.  

vii. Optimism: Live by philosophy that this is the best of times and that 

anything is possible.  

viii. Orientation to excellence: Often desire to achieve something 

outstanding that they can be proud of.  

ix. Organization: Entrepreneurs are good at bringing together the 

components (including people) of a venture.  

x. Profit orientation: Want to make a profit but the profit serves as a 

meter to gauge their success and achievement. 
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Concept of Entrepreneurship Education 

The role of education in the development of any nation cannot be 

underestimated. The development of education sector is a sine-qua-non for the 

development of all other sectors. According to Ekankumo and Kemebarikumo 

(2011), Entrepreneurship education seek to provide students (especially those 

in tertiary schools) with the knowledge, skills and motivation to encourage 

entrepreneurial studies in a variety of setting. The commission emphasizes that 

different aspect of entrepreneurship education are offered at all levels of 

schooling. In a similar vein, the consortium for Entrepreneurship Education 

(2004) maintained that it is a lifelong learning process, starting from elementary 

level to other levels of education and spanning o adult education.  

Akpomi (2009) views that Entrepreneurship Education focuses on developing 

understanding the capacity for the pursuit of entrepreneurial behaviours, skills 

and attitudes in a widely different context.  Gwija, Eresia-Eke Iwu (2014) 

consider entrepreneurship Education as a comprehensive term referring to those 

aspects of those educational process involving, in addition to general education, 

the study of technology related sciences and the acquisition of entrepreneurial 

skills, attitudes, understanding and knowledge relating occupations in various 

sectors of economic and social life. According to Ubah (2011) further identified 

some of the usefulness of entrepreneurship education as follows:  

i. Enhancement of economic growth for the individual citizens and the 

nation.  

ii. Poverty alleviation 

iii. Solving of the problem of youth restiveness, cultism arm robbery, 

vandalization of pipelines among others.  

iv. Reducing the issue of kidnapping and insecurity of life and property 

of citizens 

v. Minimizing of human trafficking and prostitution  

vi. The reduction of the level of unemployment and  

vii. The increase of income per-capital 

 

From the above definitions, entrepreneurship education can be conceptualized 

as a specialized and all round training programme designed by education 

authorities to change the mindsets of students from job-seekers to wealth 

creators by developing their talents and potentials.  
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Objectives of Entrepreneurship Education  

The objectives of entrepreneurial education according to Orisa (2011) shall be 

to: 

i. Provide means of preparing the individual for occupational fields and 

for effective participation in the world of work; 

ii. Give training and impart the necessary skills to the individual who 

shall be self-reliant economically; 

iii. Expose students to career awareness by exploring usable options in 

the world of work; 

iv. Provide employment for self-reliance; 

v. Motivate and develop students for launching and managing their own 

small-scale business enterprise; 

vi. Provide the entrepreneurship knowledge and vocational skills 

necessary for agricultural, commercial and economic development; 

and 

vii. Provide knowledge and skills that will alleviate poverty. 

 

Influence of Social Studies Education in promoting Entrepreneurship 

Skills for Sustainable development  

Social Studies Education has been defined as the study of man in his entirety. 

This is because social studies education studies man in his physical, social, 

political, cultural, economic, educational, religious and technological among 

other environments. It also studies the outcome of such relationships including 

how the man influences his environments and vice-versa. However, Social 

Studies Education equips man with necessary skills values and competencies to 

enable him to relate in a non-conflictual way in all his environments and 

maximize their benefits (Salihu 2014). 

The goal of entrepreneurship education is said to be education for self-reliance. 

It has a greater role to play today in the promotion of employment in our 

economy. Social Studies education objectives, contents and its strategies is 

capable of equipping people with managerial skills that will enable them 

manage both human and material resources towards the attainment of the 

objectives of self-reliance.                                                                                                                                                       

Moreover, Salau (1999) maintained that, to be economically literate and 
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informed citizens, wise consumers and competent workers, each person must 

have some understanding of the world of business and how it functions, 

everybody must possess at least minimum knowledge, skills and understanding 

with which to make contributions to the world of work. Social studies education 

plays a very important role in providing students with necessary socio- 

economic skills which enhance their ability to function effectively in our 

business world whether public or private sectors for effective entrepreneurship 

that will in the long-run lead to self-reliance. Morestill, Muhammad (2012) 

stressed that Social Studies Education has the potential to accelerate, enrich and 

deeper skill to help relate school experience to work experience. Social studies 

education helps to create economic viability for tomorrow workers and equally 

contribute to radical changes in school as well as strengthens teaching and 

provides opportunities for connections between the school and the world. 

However, Social Studies Education promotes the development of skills for 

effective entrepreneurship and self-reliance development through its teaching 

and learning encounter. Some of these skills include but not restricted to the 

following:  

i. Being able to size up a problem and identify the real point of conflict or 

the real issue, including the underlying values that are at stake. 

ii. Being able to select the information which is relevant to the problem and 

to relate it logically to proposed solutions; being able to judge the 

reliability of various sources of information, including firsthand 

experience as well as research-based information. 

iii. Being able to see a problem in its broadest possible context including the 

value considerations involved. 

iv. Being able to build a scenario of likely consequences regarding any 

proposed solution to a problem. 

v. Being able to make reasoned judgments’ where the evidence is 

conflicting or where there is conflict between desired values. 

vi. Being able to empathize with people whose points of view with respect 

to the problem differ from yours. 

vii. Being able to choose a solution which, though less than ideal, is 

politically viable and makes progress toward resolving an impasse 

possible. 
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viii. Being able to exercise political influence toward implementing 

justifiable decisions; being able to organize others and to work in 

organizations to achieve justifiable goals. 

ix. Becoming motivated to participate in civic and community life as active 

and informed citizen. 

x. Being able to forecast and take precautionary measures. 

xi. Being able to utilize local resources through innovative means to solve 

existing problems. 

xii. Being able apply intellectual and problem-solving skills to through 

practicals application of knowledge, among others. 

 

Conclusion 

The primary purpose of Social Studies is to help young people develop the 

ability to make informed and reasoned decisions for the public good as citizens 

of a culturally diverse, democratic society in an interdependent world. Engaging 

students in the pursuit of active informed citizenship will require a broad range 

of understandings and skills. It will also require an articulated curriculum which 

connects students to the social world through informed instructional 

experiences led by teachers who are committed to active civic participation. 

 

Suggestions  

Therefore, based on the above to promote Skills through Social Studies 

Education for Effective entrepreneurship Development in Nigeria, the 

following recommendations have been put forth: 

i. There is the need for periodic review of Social Studies Education 

Curriculum to enable it to stand the test of time. This is because social 

and economic skills for effective entrepreneurship and self-reliance 

development are never static they change with time, space and 

innovations. 

ii. There is the urgent need for government to provide more fund to 

education industry to enable it to discharge its responsibilities 

effectively. The government should implement the recommendation of 

the United Nations urging developing countries to set aside 26% of their 

annual budgetary allocations to service education industry. This will help 
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in providing the much needed funds to secure relevant social studies 

instructional materials and resources for effective service delivery. 

iii. There is also the need for social studies teachers to attend seminars, 

conferences and workshops. This will assist them to continuously update 

their knowledge and skills. The authorities concerned should allow them 

to embark on in-service training as a means of developing them 

intellectually and otherwise for maximum outcome. 

iv. Nevertheless, the teaching of social studies education should encourage 

teacher-learner and students-students interactions. Also activity and 

task-oriented approaches to teaching social studies should be encouraged 

in social studies teachings. This will help to promote social and 

economic skills in the learners. 

v. The Social Studies and Civic Educators Association of Nigeria 

[SOSCEAN] should ensure the full implementation of senior secondary 

school social studies curriculum which has been approved but yet to be 

implemented. This will help to extend the goodies of the subject to that 

level. 
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