
251  africascholarpublications@gmail.com                                                                               

 2019 

  
 

 

 

 

 

Introduction 
The increase in heavy traffic in the major 

cities couple with deplorable state of the 

roads, causing massive hold offs in both 

urban and rural areas has made 

commercial tricycle business gain 

prominence in Nigeria. Recent survey 

shows that tricycle have constituted a 

significant proportion of modern choice 

of commuters in many urban, sub-urban 

and even the rural areas in Nigeria. 
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Abstract 
In recent years, commercial tricycle (keke-Napep) business has constituted more 

than fifty (50) percent of the means of transportation in most of the urban, semi 

urban, areas of Nigeria. Despite its numerous advantages, some studies shows its 

serious implications especially in the area of health hazard (accident) and crimes. 

The paper therefore focuses on the critical area that in the long run will affect the 

lives of so many Nigerians specially the youths that are the hope of the nation. The 

rising danger of tricycle on the survival of craftsmanship cannot be left unchecked. 

This paper examines the risk associated with the growing loss of apprentices and 

artisans in the   carefully selected skill businesses (roadside mechanics/ panel 

beaters/ welders, carpenters/ upholsterers and local builders/painters). A 

structured questionaries’ was administed on the factors above and analyzed using 

chi-square statistics at 5% significant level, with the aid of SSPS package. Result 

from the data showed significant relationship between the factors and the loss of 

the craftsmanship at all levels. Conclusion were drawn and recommendations such 

as placing age limit on the use of tricycle, effort should be made to educate the 

Nigeria Youth on danger of tricycle business without having an entrepreneurial 

skills, government should also place embargo on the use of tricycle at odd hours 

to check the excesses of criminals e.t.c. 
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Tricycle transport possess several unique features such as narrow widths, small size, 

high power- to – weight ratio and intuitive steering. These features according to Lee 

(2007) provide freedom in a traffic flow. And cause some characteristics behavior 

pattern in mixed traffic flow. For example, it is noted that tricycles generally present 

more complex behaviors than passenger cars do; they exhibit more erratic and chaotic 

trajectories when making progress; and do not always follow the lane disciplines 

strictly Gbadumosi (2006). The behavioral pattern has also been observed among 

tricycle operators in Nigeria. Although the use of tricycle for urban transportation is 

not phenomenon in Nigeria, it has been commonly used as intra-urban, and transport 

services in urban areas in the east, south and the south –south part of the country for 

about a decade. (Ogunsanya and Galtima 2012 Adeniji 2013) as cited in Umar and 

Ogedangbe (2014)..

Recent survey conducted showed geometric increase of tricycles registration of 6,786 

in 2007 to 30,036 in 2011 and 218,802 in 2016 (Gbadamosi 2016). The reasons for 

this upward trend may not be unconnected with the poor economic situation and high 

rate of joblessness couple with the fact that communities now prefer to use tricycle 

because its cheaper and more flexible than other means of motorized road transport in 

the country (kuoro 2014). 

Despite the numerous advantage and increasing preference for tricycle transportation 

in the country, the danger associated with it is so massive than what one can easily 

assume. For instance, between 2012 and 2014, tricycle accounted 21,876 amounting 

to 31% of the total roads accident in the country. With the influx of commercial 

tricycle business, the worrisome danger here is the rate at which it negatively affect 

the continuing   survival of craftsmanship in the country. 

 

Tricycle and craftsmanship (skilled/ artisans and apprentice) 

Tricycle appeared in the late 2005, as a result of some state government ban on okada 

transport. These jobless okada riders turned to tricycle otherwise known as keke-

napep. This type of transportation quickly became popular and its acceptance has 

increased rapidly over time. Unfortunately, the rise in tricycle usage has been 

accompanied by increasing lost and decaying of craftsmanship in Nigeria. The survey 

conducted in Abakpa-Nike in Enugu east local government area of Enugu state, 

Nigeria showed that about 70% of the workshop visited has very few or no single 

apprentice learning the trade and about 35% of the skilled/artisans especially between 

the age of 18 to 35 yrs have actually left their trade (profession) to engage in tricycle 

transportation, the reason being that it’s the quickest way of making money with less 

effort. 
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The current digital and advance technological development is another factor affecting 

the continuing existence of craftsmanship in Nigeria today. Craftsmanship are now 

faced with the challenges of the need to learn the new technology use in making repair 

of automobile and machines(i.e computer aided repairs). The use of these modern 

diagnosing computer machines require atleast little level of literacy which most of the 

local craftsman in the developing countries like Nigeria lack. The idea of having to go 

back and require a formal education to enable them to use the computer is almost close 

to impossible, hence they may need to find another means of lifelihood and finally opt 

for the use of commercial tricycle to earn a living. 

The youths of these days are more interested in making money rather than building a 

solid and sustainable career. They see going to schools/ workshop to learn a trade as a 

time wasting and is rather for those children that are not ambitions and not wanting to 

make it quick. The idea of having to learn a trade for five to ten years (5-10yrs) is 

nothing but a waste of time, since you can easily learn how to ride a tricycle within 

two (2) weeks and start to reap from it and the money for registering the child and 

feeding him for such a long time of apprenticeship can be used to buy a tricycle. 

 

Tricycle and government policy 

Although, taxicabs and bus service are inadequate congestion and very poorly 

maintained roads are in the increase. The use of tricycle in the cities such as Enugu, 

Nnewi, Lagos, Onitsha and all other state capital by businessmen, government workers 

and students to overcome traffic congestion due to their ability to navigate roads that 

are inaccessible to the automobiles and buses hence save time considerably. Other 

factors that contribute to the flourishing of tricycle is their low purchase price compare 

to taxis and buses, but above all these factors is the attitude of some politicians in the 

south –eastern part of the country where some politicians purchases thousands of these 

tricycle and distributes to political party members and also thousands of young school 

leavers in the name of poverty support programmes. In Nnewi Anambra state more 

than (1,000,000) tricycle were distributed to masses between 2013 and 

2014(Udeh,2015). 

The policies enact/ supported by the government are usually terminated by the 

government due to its in ability to regulate and maintain them. Most of the state 

government are now seeing the trade of tricycle (keke-napep) as a menace not because 

of its hiding and long term effect it has on the craftsmanship but the immediate 

problem it cause especially in the area of crime and other social vices, hence, some 

state like Enugu, Delta, Rivers, Lagos e.t.c are beating the drum of ban to tricycle 

atleast in the state capital and major cities. 
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Data collection and sample used in the research.  

The researchers conducted a field survey on mechanics, welders, panel beater, skilled 

carpenter’s, workshop- owners and tricycle riders using a structured and self-

questionnaire. Questionnaires were administrated on 350 respondents randomly 

selected in Enugu, Enugu state and Nnewi in Anambra state.  

Research Questions  

1. What is the effect of tricycle business on craftsmanship 

2. To what extent does the Tricycle business affect apprenticeship tradition in 

Nigeria? 

3. To what extend does the tricycle business facilitate crime in Nigeria? 

 

Research Hypothesis 

Ho : That there is no significant relationship between commercial tricycle riding (keke- 

napep) and collapse of craftsmanship in Nigeria 

Ho  : that the introduction of tricycle use has no significant relationship with general 

fall of apprenticeship in Nigeria. 

Ho  : that there is no significant relationship between tricycle business and the increases 

in crimes in Nigeria 

 

Table 1: Data Presentation 

S/N Description of Question Yes(%) No(%) Qty 

before 

Qty 

after 

1 Are you the owner of this workshop 341 

(97.43) 

09  

(2.77) 

  

2 Does the tricycle business affect you in 

the area of losing some of your 

apprentices 

289 

(82.57) 

61 

(17.43) 

  

3 Does the introduction of tricycle make 

some craftsmen to live their jobs for the 

business 

205 

(58.57) 

145 

(41.43) 

  

4 Does the introduction of tricycle 

increase the rate of crime in the 

community? 

230 

(65.71) 

120 

(34.29) 

  

5 Does the introduction of tricycle 

increase the income of the community? 

234 

(66.86) 

116 

(33.14) 

  

6 How many apprentices did you have 5 

years back and how many do you have 

now 

  10 2 
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7 Do you think that the refusal of youths 

to learn skilled job is because they are 

engaged in tricycle business? 

325 

(92.86) 

25  

(7.14) 

  

Source: field survey in Abakpa, Enugu State 

 

Table 2: the table below represents the result of analyzed data in table 1 above 

S/N  Hypothesis X2 cal X2 tab X2 cal 

vs X2 

tab 

Decision 

rule 

1 Ho : That there is no significant 

relationship between the 

introduction of commercial tricycle 

Riders (keke- napep) and fall of 

craftsmanship in Nigeria. 

10.286 p 

=001 

3.18 X2 cal 

> X2 

tab 

Reject  

2 Ho  : That the introduction of 

tricycle has no significant 

relationship on general fall of 

apprenticeship in Nigeria 

148.526 

(p = 000) 

3.18 X2 cal 

> X2 

tab 

Reject  

3 Ho  : That there is no significant 

relationship between tricycle 

business and increase in crime in 

Nigeria 

34.571 

(p = 000) 

3.18 X2 cal 

> X2 

tab 

Reject  

 

Discussion  

The survey conducted shows that there is general downward trend in the behavior of 

artisans and apprentices in the areas of commitment and participation in crafts and 

related skill trade. The survey conducted on three hundred and fifty (350) craftsmen 

in Abakpa, Enugu state shows that 82.5% of workshop owners lament the loss of their 

apprentice while about 95% record a significant drop from 10 to 2 apprentices with 

the period of five (5) years. However, the drift of the skilled or craftsmen records only 

about 10% which might be associated with the lost of patronage due to current 

technological advancement applied in craftsmanship that the illiterate ones among 

them cannot fit into. When asked, more than 92% agreed that the introduction of 

tricycle business is the main factor that pushed majority of school age youths from 

learning skilled jobs and even going to school. 

On the area of crime also, about 66.86% supported the argument that the use of tricycle 

has increase the incidence of crime in both urban and semi- urban cities. The study 

shows that 65.71 are of the opinion that the introduction of tricycle has a significant 
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effect on the income of the community. On the hypothesis tested, the study shows 

significant relationship between the introduction of tricycle and loss of craftsmanship 

also between the introduction of tricycle and increase in crime with the ÷2cal = 10.286 

(ñ = .001), ÷2cal = 148.526 (ñ = .000) and ÷2cal = 34.571 (ñ = .000) as against ÷2tab = 

3.18 respectively. Consequentially the loss of apprenticeship shows an alarming chi-

square value indicating the influence commercial tricycle (keke napep) business has 

on the loss of apprenticeship. 

 

Conclusion  

Although the introduction of tricycle business has helped in so many ways such as 

increase the revenue base of operating communities, provision of employment and 

provision of faster means of transportation, the general belief of most Nigerians is, it 

created pains in the area of traffic conjection and crime. The survey conducted along 

with the data analysed shows that commercial tricycle business has contributed largely 

to the falling standard of apprenticeship and craftsmanship in the country. The study 

also discovered that the activities of some state governments has also contributed 

largely to the overall increase in the tricycle business that in the long run translate to 

the total collapse of craftsmen in the country. 

 

Recommendation  

1. Government should ensure that the tricycle (keke- napep) riders should pass 

school age before venturing into the business. This will atleast prevent youth 

from dumping education for tricycle 

2. Effort should be made to educate the Nigerian youth on danger of tricycle 

business without having an entrepreneurial skills 

3. Government should also place embargo on the use of tricycle at odd hours to 

check the excesses of criminals 

4. Government and politicians of the concerned state should use the money for 

purchasing of tricycle that they usually distribute to people to build craftsman/ 

vocational schools. 
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