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ABSTRACT
This is a paper that concentrated well on unity and brotherhood in Islam. The literal and  
technical  meanings  of  the  unity  and  brotherhood  were  well  explained.  Detailed  
explanation were also given and backed up by verses from the holy Qur’an and the  
tradition of the prophet (PBUH). The unity and brotherhood discussed in this article did  
not only put emphasis in the unity of Izala, Tariika, Shi’ah and so on, but also the unity of  
other sects found in other parts of the world. The importance of unity was also discussed  
as something that is loved by Allah (SWT) and as something that strengthen the Muslims.  
The conclusion to this article remorsefully discussed on the conflicts that took place and  
is still taking place among Muslims all as a result of poor brotherhood. These conflicts  
could either be led by the enemies of Islam supported by neighbouring Islamic countries  
as is taking place in Palestine led by Israel supported by neighbouring Islamic countries  
to Palestine; or led by the Muslims themselves and supported by other enemies of Islam  
as is taking place in Yemen led by Saudi Arabia and supported by other western countries  
like America. The final aspect of the article is the formal suggestion on the best things to  
do to bring unity and strengthen brotherhood among Muslims.  

INTRODUCTION
All praise is due to Allah who created us from one soul and made us one nation and were  
made to worship one God (Allah) and our prophet is one we were brothers with the same 
direction and the same aim and purpose. 
I thank Him the most exalted and high who made us the best of the nations that is raised 
up enjoining in the oneness of Allah. And I bear witness that there is no any deity except  
Allah  alone  who  has  no  partner  and  I  bear  witness  that  our  leader  and  Prophet 
Muhammad (PBUH) is His servant and messenger who was sent with guidance and the 
religion of truth that He might cause it to prevail over all religions. 
Allah has warned us against division, separation, enmity, and not to turn away from one 
another and against jealousy or envy. And He commanded us to be brothers and servants 



of Allah (SWT), helpers of each other. The prophet (PBUH) and his pious household and 
his noble companions whom Allah made them as an example as in the holy Qur’an 

Muhammad (SAW) is the Messenger of Allah, and those who are with him are severe 
against disbelievers, and merciful among themselves. You see them bowing and falling 
down (in prayer), seeking Bounty from Allah and (His) Good Pleasure. The mark of them 
(i.e.  of  their  Faith) is  on their  faces (foreheads) from the traces of  (their)  prostration 
(during prayers). This is their
description in the Taurât (Torah). But their description in the Injeel (Gospel) is like a 
(sown) seed which sends forth its shoot, then makes it strong, it then becomes thick, and 
it stands straight on its stem, delighting the sowers that He may enrage the disbelievers 
with them. Allah has promised those among them who believe (i.e. all those who follow 
Islamic  Monotheism,  the  religion  of  Prophet  Muhammad  (S.A.W)  till  the  Day  of 
Resurrection)  and  do  righteous  good  deeds,  forgiveness  and  a  mighty  reward  (i.e. 
Paradise). (48:29).
And that is how it is compulsory on us the Muslims to imitate the Prophet (PBUH) and 
those around him, who are his companions, may Allah be pleased with them, in matters 
concerning uniformity and brotherhood. Allah (SWT) has said: 



Indeed in the Messenger of Allah (Muhammad SAW) you have a good example to follow 
for him who hopes in (the Meeting with) Allah and the Last Day and remembers Allah 
much. (33:21). Tafseer Sa’adiy 795-796

LITERAL AND TECHNICAL MEANINGS OF UNITY AND BROTHERHOOD 
Unity can be literally defined as something singular or only one. According to oxford 
advanced learners dictionary (8th Edition) unity can be defined as the state of being in 
agreement and working together; the state of being joined together to form one unit. Also, 
according to New Oxford Dictionary (English-Arabic Translation) unity is the situation in 
which people are united or in agreement. 
Unity is technically defined as the union and coming together to be one body based on 
Islamic doctrines building the personality, dignity and respect among Muslims through 
the message of Islam hence nullifying all other unity base on tribe, language and so on. 
(Abu Audah, 15)
Brotherhood for the sake of Allah is technically defined as the great gift of Allah and 
God’s blessings which was placed in the hearts of His sincere servants and His selected 
friends (Awliya’a) and the most faithful among His creations. (Abdallah ‘Ulwan, 4)

THE IMPORTANCE OF UNITY AND BROTHERHOOD IN ISLAM AND THE 
EFFECT OF DISUNITY AND DIVISION AMONG MUSLIMS IN THE LIGHT OF 
THE QUR’AN AND THE TRADITION OF THE PROPHET (PBUH). 
O brothers and sisters in Islam, know that the conflict between Muslims will not bring 
forth  any  benefit  to  the  Muslims  except  disunity  and  separation  or  division  and 
weakening in their  power whose final  outcome is  very worse.  It  lead the nation into 
hatred and weakness. This gives the enemies more strength and defeat over the Muslims. 
Their divisions into sects make them to be far apart; friends to be enemies; relatives to be 
strangers, the one with relatives and kinship will be isolated. All these are nothing except 
a burning fire caused by disunity prepared by self-interest and ignoring the teachings of 
Islam. 
It is very necessary, my brothers and sisters, that a fellow Muslim should consider his 
fellow Muslim as real brotherhood in his mind and to love to his fellow Muslim what he 
loves  for  himself  and to  acquit  oneself  from hating  and  envying  his  fellow Muslim 
brother in the reality without deception.
Allah (SWT) has said: 



The believers are nothing else than brothers (in Islamic religion). So make reconciliation 
between your brothers, and fear Allah, that you may receive mercy. (49:10).
O brothers and sisters, know that brotherhood between Muslims is enough to solve their 
problems, and to the different sects whether Izala, Tariika, Shi’ah, Sunni and so on should 
avoid  what  will  result  to  misunderstanding  between  the  Muslims,  because  any 
misunderstanding will be an advantage to our enemies which do not specify their enmity 
to a particular sect but the enmity is to general Muslim whether Izala, Tariika, Shi’ah etc. 
O brothers in Islam it is compulsory upon us to maintain this unity in Islam hat we are all 
Muslims and we are all the followers of the Holy Qur’an and the Sunnah of the prophet 
(PBUH),  and  establishing  sects  is  something  contrary  to  Islam,  hence  there  is  no 
difference between Izala, Tariika, Shi’ah etc but we are all Muslims having a common 
direction, same religion (Islam). 
O brothers in Islam all over the world, I wish from you all to keep away from anything 
that will lead to disunity with all you effort. Hold fast to the fear of Allah and keep away 
from enmity and the attitude of jahiliyya period. God has made you brothers in Islam and 
enjoined you to help one another in goodness and piety and do not be like those who just 
pronounce it verbally that we are all Muslims but their fighting between them is severe, 
you may think them as one body and their hearts are disunited, but you should be as Allah 
commands you to be and also be as the prophet (PBUH) and his companions were as 
mentioned in the holy Qur’an, “Muhammad (SAW) is the Messenger of Allah, and those 
who  are  with  him  are  severe  against  disbelievers,  and  merciful  among  themselves.” 
(48:29).
According to Tafseer Tabary, it is compulsory on every Muslim scholar to go through the 
verses of the Holy Qur’an concerned with unity and brotherhood in Islam calling the 
Muslim to hold fast to the rope of Allah (3:103) that is hold fast to the religion of Allah 
for which He commanded you with, and the promise you were assured of in the Holy 
Qur’an which is unity on and to surrender to the commandments of Allah. 
7575) According to Qataadah in the saying of Allah SWT: “And do not be divided and 
remember the bounties of Allah upon you”. Surely, Allah (SWT) has forbidden you from 
dividing or division and warned you against it and enjoined you listening and obedience 
(to Allah) and unity and congregation, and you should accept for yourselves what Allah 
accepted for you. 



7577) On the authority of Anas bn Malik who said that messenger of Allah (PBUH) has 
said: “Verily, the messenger of Allah (PBUH) has said: “Verily, the children of Israel 
were divided into 70 sects and my nation will be divided into 72 sects all of them will be 
in the hell fire except one, and he was asked, which of the sect is it? And he hold his hand 
and said: the congregation (Jama’ah), hold fast to the rope of Allah en mass and do not be 
divided.” 
7582) According to Qataadah in his translation of (and remember Allah’s Favour on you, 
for you were enemies one to another but He joined your hearts together) 3:103, you were 
slaughtered in the jahiliyya period, the strongest among you eats the weakest among you 
until when Islam was brought to you by Allah and made you brothers (in Islam) and then 
united you with it. He, Qataadah, also said in the translation, to Allah, verily, unity is  
mercy and disunity is torment. (Tabariy, vol. 4 p 42)
According to Qataadah in the same verse (and you were on the brink of a pit of Fire, and 
He saved you from it. Thus Allah makes His Ayât) he said, this Arab nation were the most 
poorest and backward in civilization or oppressed nation in all  aspect of living. They 
were tied up between the two super power nations (France and Rome). He swore to Allah 
that there was nothing in their land to be envied, whoever lived among them live in a 
miserable condition and whoever died among them will return to hell fire,  they were 
being defeated but they cannot defeat; by Allah! We were not aware of any tribe then on 
the surface of the earth that are the most misfortune like Arabs until when Allah the most 
Exalted and High brought Islam and gave them the Holy Qur’an and made jihad lawful to 
them and enriches them through jihad and made them leaders over others (nations). Allah 
gave you all what you see around you through Islam. So thank him for His bounties, 
verily, your lord is the Sustainer, He loves those who are thankful. Verily, Allah gives 
more to those who are thankful to Him. Exalted is He our Lord the bounteous in giving 
blessings. (Tafseer Tabariy, vol. 4 p 48)
Based on that, Allah (SWT) said: 

Verily,  those who divide their  religion and break up into sects  (all  kinds of religious 
sects), you (O Muhammad SAW) have no concern in them in the least. Their affair is  
only with Allah, Who then will tell them what they used to do. (6:159). 
Sheikh Tabari in his translation of the above verse said: “Verily, Allah told His Prophet 
(PBUH) that He is not with those who leave their true religion and divided it, and they 



were made sects and groups. He is not with them nor were they with Him, because his  
religion that was sent to him is Islam the religion of Abraham the upright one. 
Likewise, Allah (SWT) also said: 

Say (O Muhammad SAW): "Truly, my Lord has guided me to a Straight Path, a right 
religion, the religion of Ibrâhim (Abraham), Hanifa [i.e. the true Islâmic Monotheism - to 
believe in One God (Allâh i.e. to worship none but Allâh, Alone)] and he was not of Al-
Mushrikûn. (6:161) (Tafseer Tabariy, vol. 4 p 121-125)
Of those who split  up their  religion (i.e.  who left  the true Islamic Monotheism), and 
became sects, [i.e. they invented new things in the religion (Bid'ah), and followed their 
vain desires], each sect rejoicing in that which is with it. (30:32). That is, you should not 
be  among those  who  associate  partner  with  Allah  by  neglecting  his  obligations  and 
committing sinful actions and so on. (Tafseer Tabariy, vol. 21 p 35-36) 
On the authority of Abu Hurairah, in An-nawawi’s collections, the messenger of Allah 
has said: “Do not envy one another and do not inflate prices for one another, and do not 
turn away from another, and do not undercut one another in trade, but (rather) be slaves 
of Allah and brothers (amongst yourselves). A Muslim is the brother of a Muslim: he does 
not oppress him, nor does him fail him, nor does he lie to him, nor does he hold him in 
contempt.  Taqhaw (piety) is  here (and he pointed to his  chest  three times).  It  is  evil  
enough for a man to put his brother Muslim in contempt. The whole of a Muslim is 
inviolable for another Muslim: his blood, his property, and his honour.” It was related by 
Muslim.   
In  the above hadith,  the prophet  has shunned us on bad character or  behaviours  and 
dubious  character  because  the  diseases  of  the  heart  which  destroy  the  good  human 
relations implanted by Islam in the hearts of Muslims that make them live in harmony. 
Among these diseases is envy or jealousy. 

RECOMMENDATIONS
I would like to give the following points as recommendation which I hope will be helpful 
in uniting the Muslim Ummah and also strengthen brotherhood in Islam in sha Allah.

1. O brothers and sisters in Islam, I enjoined you and myself to fear Almighty Allah.
2. It is compulsory on us (the Muslims) to protect Islam as well as the Muslims at all 

cost.



3. We Muslims do not have leadership; we need to have government under one leader 
and one constitution in the light of the Holy Qur'an and Sunnah. 

4. The leader should be elected by the Muslims all over the world with special rule 
and regulations regardless of his race, tribe, economic background etc. 

5. The Muslims should chose a suitable place which will serve as their headquarter. 
6. The government should take care of the affairs of the Muslims all over the world. 
7. The government should give more emphasis on educating the Muslims in such a 

way that every Muslim would have at least secondary school level.  

CONCLUSION
O  Muslim  brothers  and  sisters,  who  are  those  addressed  with  these  verses  and  the 
Prophetic traditions in this article, my answer to this is the Muslims. Iran is one of the 
Islamic nations that was fought for many years by its neighbouring Islamic countries. Iraq 
was also fought by its neighbouring Islamic countries lead by the biggest enemies of 
Islam and the Muslims and was woefully destroyed. Palestine which is not just an Islamic 
nation but the first Qiblah (direction) of the Muslims and also the only Islamic nation 
where the third most greatest mosque (Masjidul Aqsaa) is found, are still being fought for 
more than sixty years.  And this  is  taking place with the help and support  of Islamic 
countries which are of the same parents with Palestine. Palestine today are now being 
colonized and enslaved by Israel. Syria is also one of the Islamic nations which is still 
being destroyed badly with the help of other Islamic countries. Likewise Libya, was also 
fought under the leadership of Islam and with the support of Islamic nations led by the 
enemies  of  Islam.  Yemen also  is  being  fought  under  the  leadership  of  the  strongest 
Islamic country which also its neighbour. 
All other Islamic countries ignored what is happening. All these conflicts and wars taking 
place between Muslims are against the verses and saying of the prophet. Therefore where 
do we place ourselves,  are we still  Muslims as we claimed? With the sayings of the 
prophet (do not turn to unbelievers after me by killing yourselves)! What have we gained 
and still gaining by killing ourselves?! When shall we free Palestine? Who will lead us to 
free Palestine? Who will lead us to free one of the Kiblah of the Muslims? 
You should know that all these are betrayal to Islam, the Muslims, betrayal to Allah and 
His  Prophet  and  betrayal  to  neighbourhood,  you  should  fear  Allah  if  you  are  true 
believers. Where are those who claimed to be Muslims by planting bombs in mosques 
killing innocent people, men and women, the young and the elderly?! They are not true 
believers! They are not true believers!! They are not true believers!!! They are nothing 



but destroyers on the surface of this earth, killing people everywhere, this is inhumane. 
Truly, to Allah we belong and truly to Him we shall return, Allah (alone) is sufficient for 
us, and He is the Best Disposer of affairs (for us), and there is no power and no my might  
except by Allah, the most High the most Great. O mankind fear Allah in the reality, die  
not except you are Muslims, and to Allah a sincere turning. 
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