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ABSTRACT

The paper examines teaching Use of Library in Nigerian polytechnics what Impact:  A  
case study of Federal Polytechnic, Bauchi. The objectives of the study were to ascertain  
the impact of teaching Use of Library, identify the availability of materials in teaching  
Use of Library and find out the infrastructure of teaching Use of Library.  The survey  
research method was employed and questionnaire was the main instrument utilized for  
data collection.  The population sample covered all the departments in the institution via  
library users.  Out of 200 copies of the questionnaires administered, 182 were returned in  
a usable manner. The result of the analysis showed that 39% respondents have impact of  
independent learning and research, 27% respondents understand and appreciate role of  
library in education, 32% respondents have developed that habit of reading as a result of  
teaching Use of Library. The major findings of the study were teaching Use of Library  
have great impact in the students.   However, students used only lecture notes for the  
course  and  in  appropriate  allocation  by  lectures  classroom.  Recommendations  were  
made with the view to enhance the teaching Use of Library in the institution effectively  
and efficiently.

Introduction 
The library is a lifeline cycle of any academic institutions whether primary, secondary or 
tertiary.  This is because; no meaningful academic exercise can take place without the 
library.  According to Aguolu and Aguolu (2002) libraries are social institutions, created 
to conserve knowledge; preserve the cultural  heritage; provide information; undergird 
and underpin education and research; and to serve as fountains of recreation.  As social 
agencies for progress, cultural enrichment and public enlightenment, libraries are subject 



to  the political,  cultural,  economic and intellectual  forces,  operating in the  society in 
which they exist.
The experimental growth of knowledge and the consequent proliferation of all forms of 
publication that polytechnic libraries must acquire in order to meet the rapidly increasing 
demands of learning and research had resulted the need to acquire basic skills of utilizing 
the  resources  available.   This  is  perhaps,  a  course  GNS  103  in  the  polytechnics. 
According to  Lawal  (2008),  teaching Use  of  Library  within  the  structure  of  General 
Studies programme had provided the much needed leverage for student’s understanding 
of  the corpus of  knowledge,  its  inter-disciplinary nature,  dissemination and above all 
useful application in research.  The need to know the Use of Library interms of primary 
and secondary sources of information stored within the knowledge wall for enhancement 
of teaching, learning and research became imperative.
The Federal Polytechnic Bauchi is like any other polytechnic offering Use of Library, the 
success of library quality assurance programme is mainly determined by the satisfaction 
of  the  users  with the  library’s  services.   This  embraces  all  the  activities  involved in 
teaching  users  how to  make  the  best  possible  use  of  library  resources,  services  and 
facilities, including formal and informal instruction delivered by a Librarian or other staff 
member one-one or in a group.  The Federal Polytechnic, Bauchi is one of the seven 
polytechnics established by the then Federal Military Government under Decree No.33 of 
July, 1979.  With the sole aim of providing fulltime or part-time courses of instruction 
and training in Technology, Applied Sciences, Commerce and Management and in such 
fields of applied learning relevant to the needs of the development of Nigeria in the areas 
of industrial and agricultural production and distribution.

The need for Use of Library Programme
Generally,  no one would expect  a  scientist  or  technologist  to  work  successfully  in  a 
laboratory without some instruction in the use of his equipment. Equally, students that 
lack  basic  skills  in  the  use  of  information  resources  in  the  library  may  not  cope 
effectively with the demands of higher education.
A new student acquiring an effective working knowledge of the library is  imperative 
because the methods of teaching and learning in tertiary institutions is library-friendly. 
Furthermore, it is necessary to point out that students who develop apathy or bibliophobia 
to the Use of Library resources and services and think that by buying and reading few 
books and handouts they are doing a scholarly work are making a big mistake.  The 
library is your most resources for study purposes. Dr. Elliot the first president of Harvard 
University, quoted by Gojeh (1995) and cited by Aniebo (2004) stated that “If he were to 



start a new university, he would first build up a good library, then admit students and if 
there were any money left, he would employ some professors”.
Many literature has been recommended and directed at giving instruction about the best 
use of library resources.  However, the specific aims of Use of Library programme as 
highlighted by Edoka (2000) are as follows:

1. To develop reader’s awareness of the overall information resources available to 
them in their own and other libraries.

2. To develop skills necessary for retrieving required materials.
3. To develop in-depth knowledge of materials in reader’s subject area.
4. To develop skills in presenting bibliographic references.
5. To develop skills required in making advanced studies.
6. To create positive attitude to information searching which will stimulate the user to 

make use of the resources available at different libraries.

Objectives of the Library
The library is of vital importance to the academia. Its primary objectives are;

• To facilitate the educational advancement of the academic institution to which it 
belongs.

• To acquire books and other materials  in line with the curriculum and needs to 
users.

• To assist individuals in satisfying their information needs.
• To help students become skillful users of library materials and resources of all 

types.
• To guide users in the use of library tools to locate books and other information 

materials.
• To create a love for books and permanent interest in reading and critical thinking.
• To aid in the creative use of leisure.
• To help people become better, more fulfilled human beings.

Goals and Objectives of Use of Library in Federal Polytechnic, Bauchi.
The course  GNS 103 is  intended to improve  the  students’ academic performance  by 
introducing them to the storehouse of knowledge (the Library).  It is designed to help the 
students  explore  and exploit  the  library  to  the  fullest  by acquiring the  knowledge of 
library skills for whollistic information search. There are skills/techniques in information 
search which must be taught.



Objectives.
- Understand the meaning and scope of a library and see the library as the nerve 

centre for meaningful knowledge acquisition.
- Appreciate the processing of library materials which helps to make easy document 

and information location and retrieval.
- Acquire the knowledge of how library services are organized.
- Acquire  the  knowledge  of  library/information  skills  for  effective  use  and 

exploitation of library resources.
- Understand  and  appreciate  the  role  of  library  in  education,  types  of  library 

materials  available  and  their  classification,  data  base  resources,  bibliographic 
citation and referencing.

Method of Teaching Use of Library in Federal Polytechnic, Bauchi
It is pertinent to note that teaching in higher institution of learning is being done through 
lecture method. It  is verbal presentation of subject content of a course as part  of the 
curriculum process.   However,  this  method is  also applicable  in  the  teaching Use of 
Library in Federal Polytechnic, Bauchi and further deploys additional pedagogy.  These 
include  one  to  one  orientation,  user-friendly  interface  and  modules  that  allow  self-
directed study with more emphasis on instructional content and less on the media used. 
According to Haruna et al (2014) users should receive guidance on which resources are 
best for their needs and basic instruction on search technique and should feel assured that 
the system is not difficult and is evolving toward a more efficient, effective and easy-to-
use system.Ogwu (2010) believes that, without a commitment to teaching, librarians will 
not be successful with information literacy and that as collection development waves in 
importance and access waves, the teaching library is the natural rout to go.
Abubakar  and  Isyaku  (2012  cited  McPherson  2004)  argued  that  paradigm  shift  in 
education  and  instruction  demands  for  intellectual  reasoning  ability  with  skills  of 
accomplishing  tasks,  rather  than  promote  acquisition  and  memorization  of  facts  and 
abstract concepts and theories.  Igbo and Imo (2011) posit that collaboration enhances 
effectiveness  and efficiency in teaching methodology,  providing room for  meaningful 
contribution from the teaching faculty and librarians, allowing a more productive use of 
resources,  application  of  educational  technology  for  independent  and  problem based 
learning.   To  them,  collaboration  for  information  literacy  entails  role  relationships 
between the professions involved.  Hence, pedagogical approaches to teaching students to 
find and evaluate sources are distinct as individualized teaching styles, as varied as the 
discipline  involved  or  as  common  across  disciplines  as  interdisciplinary  relationship 
permits.



In order to achieve the all-embracing broad objectives, the institution has integrated the 
use of library as course since 1999/2000, 2000/2001 academic session to date.

Review of Related Literature
Many literature both primary and secondary sources of information have discussed the 
benefits of teaching use of library in all system of education especially tertiary education. 
The programme bears different names ranging from user education, library instruction, 
library tour/orientation and Use of Library among others. According to Abubakar and 
Isyaku  (2012),  Training  and  retraining  on  information  literacy  among  the  faculty 
members and librarians should be encouraged.  Students must be equipped with skills to 
effectively  and  intelligently  find,  evaluate,  manage,  apply,  create,  publish,  store  and 
retrieve information using both conventional research resources as well as digital tools 
such as the internet, that access diverse databases of information.
Also, Abubakar and Isyaku (2012) opined that information literacy skills are essential 
mechanism in all aspects of academic endeavours, those with the knowledge and skills 
have  the  potentials  to  overcome  the  challenges  posed  by  the  exponential  growth  of 
information  in  forms,  size  and sources.   Thus,  information literacy  skill  is  necessary 
because  of  the  contemporary  proliferation  of  recorded  knowledge  and  the  variable 
methods of access.  Aliyu (2008) lamented that Use of Library or library education is also 
taught  as  general  study in  our  tertiary  educational  institutions.   This  is  to  enable  all  
students to acquire knowledge and techniques to enable them make maximum usage of 
library resources.  If libraries are adequately utilized, good education and various skills in 
all facets of lives will be acquired for effective and efficient performances and increase in 
production which is a signal to national development.  Similarly, Aliyu (2008) asserted 
that  library  and  information  science  education  also  plays  significant  roles  towards 
national development by providing the necessary knowledge techniques and skills for 
making  information  accessible  to  Nigerian  citizens  with  some  accuracy,  tireless  and 
efficiency.  With  the  introduction  of  information  technology  into  Nigerian  libraries, 
researchers,  policy-makers,  scientist,  academic  staff  and  students  are  depending  on 
libraries in their search for information which is wealth, power and health of a nation.
Maxwell  (2010)  cited  Edem and  Lawal  (1996)  pointed  out  that  one  of  the  ways  of 
stimulating the effective use of books and other materials stored in a university library is 
by teaching the library users, especially undergraduates and graduates students, how to 
obtain  information  from available  sources.   This  method of  teaching is  through user 
education or use of library course that is compulsory for all first year students of the 
university.



In the same vein, Busayo (2003) argued that the course “Use of Library” is intended to 
acquaint students with the basic library skills necessary to enable them use effectively 
with  minimum problems,  library  materials,  which  are  most  suitable  to  them for  the 
purpose of learning, research, recreation etc.  Maxwell (2010) CITED Ogunieye (1987) 
buttresses that “developing an awareness for and application of information resources and 
services  provided  by  the  academic  library  and  the  acquisition  of  library  skills  for 
pursuing  prescribed  reading  and  self-directed  learning  will  lead  to  good  academic 
performance and life-long learning.
From the foregoing discussion, it is very vital that teaching Use of Library should be 
recognized and maintained as a gateway for life-long learning in all disciplines of all 
levels of education, for this will enable researchers, students to participate, evaluate, and 
engage critically with content and challenges information explosion.

Objectives of the Study
 Ascertain the impact of teaching Use of Library.
 Identify the availability of materials in teaching Use of Library
 Find out the infrastructure of teaching Use of Library.

Research Questions
 What impact the library plays in your study?
 What king of materials do you use for the course Use of Library?
 What types of class is being allocated to Use of Library course?

Methodology
This study adopted a survey research design.  The study’s population was students cut 
across  all  departments  in  Federal  Polytechnic,  Bauchi  via  the  library  users.  The 
questionnaire  was  the  instrument  used  for  data  collection.  In  all,  200  copies  of 
questionnaires  were  distributed  randomly  to  students  covering  all  departments  of  the 
institution.  However, the copies to each department varied from one to another, because 
the habit of using library by students varied.  A total number of 182 copies (91%) of the 
200 questionnaires were returned and found usable.  Frequency count and percentages 
were used in analyzing the data. The data collected from the research is analyzed and 
presented below:

Table 1: What Impact the Library Plays in your study?
Variables Frequency Percentage
Independent Learning & Research 71 39
Understanding & Appreciating Role of Library in 
Education

50 27

Developing Reading Habit and Lifelong Learning 59 32



None of the above 2 1
Total 182 100

Data presented in table 1 indicated that 71 respondents, representing 39% use library for 
independent learning and research; 50 respondents representing 27% that the library help 
in understanding and appreciating the role of library in education. 59 respondents of 32% 
develop reading habit  and life-long learning.  While 2 respondents of 1% none of the 
above impact of teaching use of library.

Table 2: What kinds of materials do you relay on the course Use of Library?
Variables Frequency Percentage
Lecture Notes 80 44
Handouts and past lecture notes 85 46
Textbooks and lecture notes 17 9
None of the above 0 0
Total 182 100

Table 2 shows that kinds of materials used for the course Use of Library. Data presented 
indicated that 80 respondents, representing 44% rely on lecture notes; 85 respondents, 
representing 46% handouts and past lecture notes while 17 respondents representing 9% 
rely on textbooks and lecture notes.

Table 3: What type of lecture hall is being allocated to Use of Library course?
Variables Frequency Percentage
Lecture Theatre 40 22
Normal classroom 97 53
Multipurpose hall 45 24
None of the above 0 0
Total 182 100

Table 3 indicated that 40 respondents, representing 22% hold lectures in lecture theatre, 
while 97 respondents representing 53% hold lectures in normal lecture classrooms, and 
45 respondents representing 24% hold lectures in multipurpose hall.

Findings.
Teaching Use of Library in Nigerian polytechnics is necessary, since the ability to use 
libraries and information technology based system effectively is fundamental to higher 
academic achievement.   However,  the study revealed that  teaching Use of Library in 
Federal Polytechnic Bauchi has impact on their study.  These include creating atmosphere 
of independent learning and research, understanding and appreciating role of library in 



education as well as developing reading habit and life-long learning.  Unfortunately, most 
of the students solely depend on materials such as lectures note, handouts and previous 
lecture  notes  than  textbooks.   Consequently,  students  suffer  from  lectures  halls  for 
teaching Use of Library. As Use of Library is made for all new entry students, there is no 
doubt they need large classrooms or lecture theatre as 97 respondents of 83% of the 
students hold lectures in normal classrooms. A normal classroom can only accommodate 
50 students as the criteria for teaching and learning.

Conclusion and Recommendation
Having investigated teaching Use of Library in Nigerian polytechnics, what Impact? A 
case study of Federal  Polytechnic,  Bauchi,  it  can be deduced and concluded that  the 
teaching of Use of Library has great impact in the students.  This is because from the 
analysis, the course help students to overcome bibliographic literacy thereby giving them 
skills of independent learning and research, understanding and appreciating role of library 
in education; developing reading habit and life-long learning as well.  However, the study 
revealed that most of the students used lecture notes only for the course. Also, venues 
allocated for the course are usually normal classrooms.
In view of the above, the researcher proffers the following;

- The course should be taught more than one semester.
- Information resources relating to Use of Library text should be provided.
- The  institution  should  consider  the  numbers  of  students  in  allocating  lecture 

timetable for smooth teaching and learning.
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