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ABSTRACT 
The paper was on possibility for a Muslim married woman to acquire advanced level of  
secular education. The issue of marriage – especially early marriage - and pursuance of  
education is of utmost universal concern. The paper aimed at seeing possibility for a  
Muslim married woman for acquiring secular education. The research was conducted  
through investigation Method to trace out possibility for a Muslim married woman of  
acquiring education. The research paper finds out that, Islam has ruled that pursuance of  
knowledge in general is an obligation upon both males and females. That Marriage in  
itself  does  not  prevent  Muslim married woman from acquiring education  be it  early  
marriage or not. Knowledge is sought from early age to the end of days. Thus Islam  
allows married women to pursue education both religious and secular provided there is  
mutual  understanding between the married woman and her husband and the  woman  
would not violate religious injunctions concerning her marriage. The actual factors that  
could prevent Muslim married woman from pursuing education are circumstantial and  
solvable. Also, in the case of institutions where there exists gross moral corruption, girls  
of age and women are recommended to marry first before embarking on higher education  
as a substantial measure against such moral corruption. Thus, there exists no barrier to  
pursuance of education by Muslim married woman without solution. Finally, the research  
paper  calls  upon  parents  and  husbands  to  support  their  daughters  and  wives,  both  
married and unmarried, financially and morally to pursue education in different fields  
into higher levels of learning.

Keywords: Possibility, Muslim married woman, Acquire, Advanced Level & Secular  
Education.



INTRODUCTION
Islam is  a  religion  which  puts  emphasis  on  education  in  general.  The  importance  of 
education was pointed out to the divine Messenger (SAW) - Means; Peace be upon him - 
right from the first revelation to him: "Read in the name of your Lord who creates. He 
created man from a clot. Read, and your Lord is most honourable, who taught (to write)  
with the pen, Taught man what he knew not "(Qur'an Ch96:V1-5).The second revelation, 
in chronological order, emphasises the importance of knowledge thus: "By the pen and by 
what they write. You are not, by the grace of your Lord, possessed. And, verily, for you 
(Muhammad  SAW)  will  be  an  endless  reward.  And,  verily,  you  are  on  an  exalted 
character." (Qur'an Ch68: V1-4). 
From the saying of the messenger of Allah (SAW), it is clear that makes the seeking of 
knowledge  an  obligatory  duty  upon  both  the  male  and  the  female  genders.  The 
Messenger (SAW) said "Seeking of knowledge is obligatory upon every Muslim"   ( Ibn 
Majah  81  Hadith:  224).The  Messenger  (SAW)  acted  as  the  personal  teacher  of  his 
companions with methods that made him Messenger (SAW) a unique teacher indelible 
from their memories. Among his companion (Students) were women the most notable of 
which was his wife A’isha Bnt Abu-Bakr as-Siddiq (R.A). 
Currently, women education, particularly secular education of Muslim women, is a much 
hotly contestable issue among Muslim as well as non-Muslim scholars. Therefore line of 
argument  on  the  issue  can  be  delineated  into  three:  One  line  of  argument  draws  an 
Islamic  (theological)  source  to  show that  Islam vehemently  supports  and encourages 
female  education  even  in  secular  fields.  The  Messenger  (SAW)  said  "Seeking  of 
knowledge  is  obligatory  upon  every  Muslim"  (Ibn  Majah  81  Hadith:  224).  The 
Messenger (SAW) here made a general statement without specification of the knowledge 
to be seeks. So the statement should include secular education. Another important point 
in the statement is that; been it an obligatory duty upon every Muslim without exception 
of male or female.
The second line of argument opposes female education for the reason of immoralities that 
associated with the non-Islamically controlled environment of education. 
The  third  moderate  line  of  argument  supports  secular  education  of  Muslim  married 
women of the considering its significance, and the need for educated Muslim women in 
many fields of life particularly hospitals, schools and the home.
But  there  was  a  claimed by  United  Nation  (UN),  that  Marriage  –  especially  -  early 
marriage (i. e marriage under 18 yrs) prevents women from acquiring education. (Child 
Marriage1).
ACQUISITION AN ADVANCED LEVEL OF SECULAR EDUCATION AFTER 
MARRIAGE



The problem which needs to be addressed here is whether or not marriage especially – 
early - prevents Muslim women from acquiring education as claimed by United Nation 
(UN), that early marriage (i. e marriage under 18 yrs) prevents women from acquiring 
education.
Indeed the  United Nation (UN) claims that  there  are  strong arguments  that  marriage 
before the age of eighteen should be stopped, and that any marriage before this age be 
prohibited and be made punishable before law (Child Marriage1).
Contrary to the UN’s view, Islam allows girls to be married off as early as when they are 
physically and mentally fit for marriage, which is usually the age of puberty. The age of 
puberty varies with girls in accordance with body build up, environment, altitude, food 
and other factors, as pointed out by scientific observations. (NHS choices) 
The  question  is  that  does  marriage  especially  –  early  -  in  itself  deters  women from 
acquiring  education?  Answer  to  the  question  was  given  by  the  respondents  through 
questionnaire and interview as presented below. 
As a respond to the United Nation (UN) claim that “early marriage (i. e marriage under 
18 yrs) prevents women from acquiring education” here are evidences to show that a 
number of Muslim married women pursued education in different educational fields at 
different levels after marriage.
Among the responses  through the  questionnaires under the  heading "Married Women 
with Higher Educational Qualification" show that eighty percent (80%) of respondents 
have  obtained  their  advanced  level  of  educational  qualification  after marriage.  Fifty 
percent  (50%)  of  them have  got  married  only  after  they  have  obtained  their  Senior 
Secondary School Certificate (SSSCE) level of education. A respondent got married since 
her graduation from Junior Secondary School (JSS) but continued for the pursuance of 
her education up to that Advanced Level. Fifty percent (50%) of these respondents got 
married at early ages ranging from sixteen to twenty years (16-20yrs), as their responses 
to questionnaires showed.
Over eighty percent (80%) of the respondents interviewed opined that women should get 
married before acquiring advanced level of education. And hundred percent (100%) of 
them have the opinion that early marriage cannot deter women from acquiring secular 
advanced level of education. 
A male Muslim lecturer from A.D.Rufa'i College for Legal and Islamic Studies Misau 
(ADR/CLIS)  argued that  married  Muslim woman can acquire  secular  education  with 
marriage. He added: “Some of them may even acquire better than those who did not get  
married. There are some that I know that acquired even PhD.” (Interview 1)



This shows that marriage in itself never deter women from acquiring both secular and 
religious knowledge. According to him, some married women acquire knowledge even 
better than some unmarried ones.
A female Muslim lecturer from A.D.Rufa'i College for Legal and Islamic Studies Misau 
(ADR/CLIS) opined that provided that there is mutual understanding between a wife and 
her husband, early marriage will  not prevent acquisition of both secular and religious 
education. (Interview 2) 
This shows that mutual understanding between spouses is quite vital in the chance of a 
married  women acquiring  education,  whether  the  marriage  is  early  or  late.  Thus  the 
problem of  lack  of  mutual  understanding  between  spouses  which  can  deter  Muslim 
married women from acquiring education is not the problem posed by the early marriage 
itself but of the spouses only. 
A male Islamic religious scholar from Misau town argued that early marriage will never 
at all prevent women from acquiring all sorts of beneficial knowledge provided Islamic 
etiquette  will  be  followed in  the  pursuance  of  the  knowledge.  He quoted an Islamic 
sheikh  Muhammad  bn  Sa’id  bn  Rislan  in  his  book;  “Important  of  knowledge  and  
etiquette of seeking it (Fadlul ilm Wa adab talibihi)" saying: “Islam came and found many 
of the companions and their wives in adulthood and most of them have already being 
married, but this (their being married) did not prevent them from acquiring knowledge” 
(Rislan 341-350).
He further explains that, some of them become notable jurist among the Companions 
(Fuqahȃ’us Sahȃba).  Including women such as Sauda and Ummu Salma wives of the 
Prophet Muhammad (SAW) and Ummu Darda'u, being them in adulthood did not prevent 
them from acquiring knowledge.”(Interview3)
This shows that Islam in itself never prevent married women from acquiring education, 
whether early or late married. 

OBSTACLES FACED BY MARRIED MUSLIM WOMEN IN THEIR 
EDUCATIONAL PERSUANCE
Responding  to  the  question  of  whether  Muslim  married  women  meet  with  serious 
problems in  furthering  their  education,  eighty  five  percent  (85%)  of  the  respondents 
explained that the problems they faced were on-marital in nature. They used to solve any 
marital problem mutually with their husbands. And thus any possible marital problem to 
arise is solvable through mutual ways which would leave only non-marital problems to 
be faced by married Muslim women in the pursuance of their education, both religious 
and secular.  But fifteen percent (15%) of the respondents explained that the problems 
they faced were marital problems.



A female  Muslim lecturer  from Abubakar  Tatari  Ali  Polytechnic  Bauchi argued  that 
problems encountered by married women at institutions of learning are less serious than 
those without marriage. She pointed out her practical experience:
I started my IJMB (Interim Joint Matriculation Board) Exams when I had my second 
child, at that time my first daughter was about four (4yrs) old. In fact, there was a paper I 
wrote after second delivery. And then immediately after the second child was six – seven 
(6 – 7) months, I started my undergraduate course in a different town all together, in 
university of Jos. I had to go there to further my education. So I don't think there will be 
any problem. (Interview 4)
This  shows  that  a  married  woman  could  pursue  education  to  all  levels  despite  her 
marriage responsibilities.

RECOMENDATIONS
The paper identified and recommended the following

1. Islam never forbids married or unmarried woman from acquiring all sorts of 
beneficial knowledge. This fact makes for the existence of many married and 
unmarried  women pursuing religious  and  secular  education  to  all  levels  in 
conservative  Muslim  societies  all  over  the  world.  The  paper  therefore 
recommends  that  both  married  and  unmarried  women  be  embarked  in 
acquiring all sorts of beneficial knowledge as it is not against Islam. 

2.  Lack of parental or husband financial and moral support is a major problem 
deterring both married and unmarried girls/women from pursuing education to 
higher levels. This resulted in many potential girls and women out of schools 
and institutions  in  our  society  and the  blame is  unjustly  shifted to  religion 
itself! So, the paper recommends that parental or husband financial and moral 
support be acquired so as to enable them formally have access to both secular 
and religious education.

3. The paper was on possibilities for a Muslim married woman to acquire western 
education in  higher  institutions.  It  is  recommending further  research on the 
effects of marriage – especially early marriage – on other aspects of human 
endeavor such as socio-political, economic or health points of view.

CONCLUTION 
The  paper  discovered  that  Islam  prescribes  seeking  of  knowledge,  all  beneficial 
knowledge (religious and secular), is a duty upon all Muslims irrespective of gender.
The paper also established that Islam stipulates that marriage can be consummated only 
after a girl is physically and mentally up to the task, when she reaches puberty. So, early  



marriage  in  Islam does  not  mean  child  marriage,  but  marriage  of  young  women  or 
females that are physically and mentally suitable for marital undertakings.
The paper has discovered that in Islam, Muslims married Women can pursue education, 
both secular and religious, in higher institutions of learning up to the highest level of 
qualification provided that religious injunctions would not be violated.
It  is  highlighted  in  the  paper  that  Islam  allows  married  Muslims  women  to  pursue 
knowledge,  secular  and  religious,  to  higher  levels  provided  that  Islamic  rules  and 
regulations would not be encroached. 
The paper founded out that what actually prevents or deters married Muslims women 
from acquiring education is not marriage in itself. The actual deterrents are socio-cultural 
factors. 
The  paper  has  gathered  a  number  of  married  Muslim  women  who  are  determined, 
organized and supported have acquired advanced level of education after marriage.
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