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Abstract 
The use of Mobile phones or cell phones is increasing with amazing rapidity in all the  
nooks and crannies of the world. This interesting development has not been without its  
accompanying  advantages  and  disadvantages.  Mobile  phone  is  no  doubt  one  of  the  
commonest  means  of  communication.  In  fact,  people  are  attracted  to  it  for  
communication needs  or  what  can be  called synchronized communication  which has  
lessened people’s working schedule. Though this is not far from the trend of events in this  
era  of  globalization  where  people  seek  to  do  virtually  everything  through  possible  
shortcuts. The concern of this paper is the fate of formal essay writing in this era of  
shortcuts. It is worrisome that this ‘shortcuts’ is finding its way into essay writing – the  
central and loftiest position in the lives of the students at all levels of education. This  
paper examines the performance of students in PEL 011 English Language, of the Pre –  
ND  Department,  Federal  Polytechnic,  Bauchi.  Samples  of  students’ scripts  of  the  
(2014/2015 Academic Year), reveals and supports that the ‘shortcut’ in textism, has found  
its way into formal essay writing of students. This paper further to analyze this trend, and  
suggests ways to curb the problem at this stage. 

Introduction 
To  be  able  to  handle  ideas  effectively  and  creatively,  there  is  need  for  broad-based 
knowledge  and skill  in  the  area  of  writing.  Essay  writing,  by  definition  therefore  is 
designing and creating reality and ideas in a personal way to communicate personal ideas. 
That it has been a central mode of learning throughout the humanities cannot be denied.
The  Use  of  English  Programme,  as  part  of  the  General  Studies  (GS)  programme 
established in Nigerian Universities and Polytechnics was to ensure that students become 
versatile in different fields, so as to have balanced education. A unit of these programmes 
titled “PEL 011, English Language” is meant to take the students through this area that is 
vital to all other areas and fields that they may find themselves. This is done through 
drills  in  essay  writing.  This  short  paper  is  therefore  an  assessment  of  examination 



conducted at the end of the course in order to see how the language of text massaging 
significantly affect students’ performance in essay writing. 
Essay Writing 
Essay  writing  seemingly  seems  to  be  one  of  the  hardest  activities  in  the  study  of 
language. Some students even believe that it is just a time consuming worthless activity 
that is meant for only examinations in English Language. But no matter how it is viewed, 
there are four benefits or importance according to “Ezine@article”. They are knowledge, 
intellectual development, feedback generation and good practice. 

Intellectual Development
Just as note taking stimulates understanding during lectures and private studies, essay 
writing stimulates intellectual development. It sharpens ideas and creativity – the more 
one writes, the more one develops one’s intellect. 

Feedback Generation     
Essay writing remains an important method of assessment as stocktaking in all levels of 
education, but most importantly in the area of language. An essay is not judged on is 
structure,  but also evaluated through its  language,  thus testing the students’ grammar, 
writing and searching skills which expose their critical and analytical thinking. 

Good Practice
In a course like “English Language” a good essay topic would be enough to test the 
students in all the areas of the course as well as assess essay writing. In the same vein, it  
is a good practice on the part of the students of all they have learnt in the course. Practice  
no doubt makes perfect. To write an essay is to practice all that is learnt in writing skills  
and other intellectual perspective in communication studies. 
The volatile nature of the world from the 60s is a good change. Technology has changed 
our lives, which is very important, but it does not mean that we would allow ourselves to 
be  dominated  by  all  waves  of  shortcuts.  Without  much public  notice,  some negative 
effects are infused with this technological advancement. Actually, communication is the 
brain behind all forms of technology. Thus as technology is moving fast, communication 
is also affected. Hence,  communication is  the basic function of essay writing. To aid 
communication is to aid technology, and to aid this, therefore, the mobile phones or cell 
phones were invented. 

Mobile Phones or Cell Phones          



Mobile  or  cell  phone  is  a  wide  range  of  portable  electronic  device  for  mobile 
communication.  Its  main  function  is  to  send  and  receive  mobile  messages  of 
communication.  It  is  also  used  in  sending  and  receiving  text  messages  through  its 
function called the SMS (Short Message Service). It is observed that most mobile phones 
around have one hundred and sixty (160) characters per message. No wonder then it is 
called short message. There are other functions of the mobile phone which are not in the 
area of this paper, but need be mentioned. Examples include the E-mail function, Games, 
Music,  Radio,  Video,  and Camera,  an  even unfra-red  and blue-tooth  connectivity,  in 
addition to calls. 
The importance of Mobile phones seems to be o obvious as the functions are enumerated 
that they tend to envelope the side-effects or problems associated with it. Since it is not in 
the scope of this paper to get into details of the advantages, it is necessary to outline some 
of the usefulness of the electronic device. Mobile phones are important in the following 
ways:  time  saving,  social  accessibility,  interpersonal  connectivity,  safety/security 
purposes and as a social interaction device for introverts, etc.
The  intimate  connectivity  and  communication  function  of  the  mobile  phone  is 
appreciable of all the functions of the mobile phone, the most commonly used function 
apart from making calls is the Short Message Service (SMS) according to Prof. Abugan 
(2010). He puts the two reasons for this as follows: it is communication done without 
disturbing many people.  Secondly,  he points  out that  all  the service providers charge 
about half the price of voiced calls for text messaging. It is also observed that in areas 
where voice phone services fluctuate or have only service for emergency calls, the text 
message services become very useful and effective for communication. 
In the waves of development in this millennium therefore (era of development of short 
cuts),  the youths find it  a good communication means for staying in touch with their 
friends, especially those of their age group. They use abbreviations and shortened words 
to do this. It must be noted that abbreviations are not new. Even adults have been using 
abbreviations,  including initialisms.  Highly  placed individuals,  organizations,  political 
party members,  even teachers of language today have new routine needs to send text 
messages as a means of informing people about events, meetings etc. but it is necessary 
to add here that every form of communication has its rules and styles. 
Text messaging was initially developed at the invention of mobile phone to help the deaf 
and hard of hearing. It was thus meant to be cheaper to encourage impaired persons and 
to cover a wider range of areas of service. Most young people have taken to it because of 
these advantages. Since the message is meant to have not more than one hundred and 
sixty (160) characters, it is best done by shortening the language of communication; thus, 
the economic shortening of English words. The frequent use of such abbreviations and 



shortened words are becoming part of some people, especially the youth. There came 
then the need to shorten words and expressions to say all that needs to be said within the 
range of allowed number of characters, lest it gets into two or more messages and that is  
more cost. This in turn has created the language of text messaging. Here, the official  
language of communication is English. 

Talking vs Texting
One conflict that has been produced by the surge in mobile phone use is a rift between 
people who like to talk and people who prefer to text. Sending text messages has become 
a medium of choice for mobile users.
Young people are increasingly prone to texting and shy away from making calls, which 
are more direct – but also less permanent forms of communication. Ironically, the speed 
at which instant messaging or texting takes place means that mistakes and shorthands are 
common: but we often let each other get away with them because we know what they 
mean.
Many  teachers  in  primary  and  secondary  have  expressed  concern  at  the  number  of 
children whose literacy levels are dropping and who are not even able to write by hand, 
so accustomed are they to computers, tablets and mobiles.
Some texting terms have even made it  into common parlance: ‘lol’ (laugh out loud), 
‘omg’ (oh my God), pls (please). The craze for shortening words, absorbed from, texting 
is also changing how we speak – ‘amaze’ for ‘amazing’, ‘totes’ for ‘totally’, ‘blates, for 
‘bluntly’: these are all largely teenage usages that are becoming mainstream.
According  to  Williams  (2014),  “Text  messaging  and  Twitter  messaging  are  quickly 
replacing email and telephone calls as the favored form of communication, particularly 
among  young  people”.  The  writer  further  wonders  whether  the  truncated  form  of 
communicating affect the language skills particularly the use of grammar.
In view of the above, “Drew Cingle and S. Shyam conducted a research at Penn State 
University, and which was published in the professional journal, New Media and Society, 
argues  that  young  people  write  in  techspeak,  using  shortcuts,  such  as  homophones, 
omissions,  non-essential  letters  and initials,  to quickly and efficiently  compose a text 
message. They argue that the use of these shortcuts may actually hinder a person’s ability 
to switch between techspeak and the normal rules of grammar.

Language of Text Messaging In Formal Essay Writing            
The negative sides of mobile phone not withstanding; it has given our society a good, 
cheap ad convenient means of communication through it SMS (Short Message Service). 
It has equally brought a new language (language of text messaging) to our society as a  



mark of technology which is part of our innovative nature of the world (Hubert, 2008). 
Some even say that teenagers are especially creating their own language as an obvious 
move in the 21st Century (Maples, 2009). Whatever views we may have, it is obvious that 
text messaging has given our society a quick means of communication taking out the 
need for capitalization, punctuation, use of sentence structure, and stressing abbreviations 
and initialisms. In view of the above, shortcuts in textism has found its way into the 
formal essay writing of our students. 

Little Worry     
Taking essay writing for what has been discussed above, it is a thing to worry about that  
students  have  allowed  the  styles  in  text  messaging  (a  form  of  informal  writing)  to 
overtake them. Edutopia (an educational website, conducted an online poll regarding the 
issue of text messaging vs grammar. Out of the two hundred and ninety three (293) votes, 
one hundred and ninety three (193 – 47%) chose yes, that it is affecting the students’ 
writing habits in schools. 
Ninety-eight (98 – 33%) said no, that it is only an access to their friends and that they are 
different in grammar when in class, while fifty-five (55 – 19%) were not sure the effects 
were there, but said that even if, that it is an insignificant problem. 
This paper may not have gone as detailed as the Edutopia research, but there are proofs of 
text messaging language in the formal essay papers of students here in Nigeria. Sharing 
this  view  with  colleagues  from  other  institutions,  English  language  teachers  also 
complained about this also complained even the use of slang words. Worse still, markers 
of  scripts  at  other higher  institutions and even O’Level papers complained that  some 
unforgivable  errors  are  found in  the  scripts  of  apparently  bright  students.  In  an  oral 
interview with the students, some of them admitted that some of their text  messaging 
shortcuts and symbols have appeared in their school assignments.  This calls for more 
research in the area of textisms by language teachers.        
a. Proof
In the 2013/2014 Academic Session, a total of four hundred and one (401) scripts were 
graded from five different courses. Out of this number, forty eight (12%) had obvious 
influences  of  text  messaging  shortcuts.  These  influences  are  hereby  categorized  as 
follows: 

a. Lack of punctuation and capitalization: it was observed that many of the scripts 
fall into this category. Let us examine two scripts. The first had: 
… The president goodluck jonathan is out of the country 



The second had:
… extend my regards to your family don’t forget what I  
told you buy for now.

Though only two scripts are used as an example, it is obvious that such should not be part 
of formal essay writing for an official examination for that matter. 

b. Proper Nouns in Small Letters 
S/
N

ERRONEOUS CORRECTED NO.  OF 
TIMES 

APPROXIMATE  % 
OF  THE  48 
SCRIPTS

i goodluck Goodluck 11  out  of 
48

23

ii i I 12  out  of 
48

27

iii abubakar Abubakar 1 out of 48 2
iv Musa Musa 1 out of 48 2
v tafawa balewa Tafawa Balewa 2 out of 48 4
vi december December 1 out of 48 2
vii bauchi state Bauchi State 1 out of 48 2
viii vice president Vice President 10  out  of 

48
20

ix isa yuguda Isa Yuguda 4 out of 48 8
x federal polytechnic Federal 

Polytechnic
1 out of 48 2

 xi bauchi express Bauchi Express 4 out of 48 8
48 100%

The most obvious of the effects were found in this category worse still, even well known 
names that are found even in the dailies were written in small letters as can be seen with  
the names of well known politicians. 

c. Shortened Words 
CORRECT SHORTENED 

FORM
i have i’v 
because cos



heard hiad
president pres
surprised soprisd 
necessitating necesitatn
the d
before b4
how hw 
your ur
time tym
goodluck gudluk
return rtun
great grt
that dat
with wit
forget  4get 

It must be observed here that the percentages of the shortened words were not found. 
It is deliberate because most of them appeared just once and at most twice. It can be 
said that this category is insignificant, but it is regrettable and unforgettable error in 
essay writing.

Conclusion 
The language of text messaging is as a result of technological development and part of 
the waves of development in this millennium. This study investigated the presence of 
textism in school formal essay writing and reveals its presence. From the analysis of 
the findings as exposed under the subheading “A Proof,” the presence of textism is 
obvious  and  is  ruining  our  English  Language  Essay.  Even  when  we  say  it  is 
insignificant, we must bear in mind that the vicious circle of efforts may take formal 
styles of essay writing out of our hands before we know it. The aim of text messaging 
is to send quick and short messages achieved by shortening words and language of 
communication.  This  has  created  a  new language  known as  the  language  of  text 
messaging. 
This paper portrays that this has affected the grammar and language habits of some of 
its  users.  The question here  is  –  would English Language teachers  prefer English 
Language to evolve more and more towards the language of textism? If the answer is 
“No,” then, let all English Language teachers put hands together to fight the language 
of text messaging that is detrimental to the grammatical skills of our youths. This 



should be done so that the culture of formal writing should remain where it is meant 
to be.

Recommendations
If people do not take some realizations and actions about these educational effects of 
mobile  phones,  the  negative  effects  may  soon  outweigh  the  positive  effects 
particularly on present and future generations. Of utmost importance is the need to 
accept its  presence in essay writings. It  is only when it  is  seen as a problem that 
solutions would come in. 
As many students see essay writing with its styles as burdensome and a mere wasting 
of their academic time, helping them to appreciate the skills and knowledge it offers 
would help them realize the intrinsic value it adds to their academic growth. They 
should therefore be taught aright. 
There  is  now great  need for  the  stress  of  the  differences  between text  messaging 
language and formal essay styles. It is the duty of teachers of language, particularly 
English Language to help students to use formal and informal languages contextually 
appropriately. 
The  sum  of  it  all  is  a  call  on  all  teachers  of  English  Language  to  have  some 
experiments to find out more areas of influence of textism and begin to address it 
now. This will go a long way in helping the students to avoid the language of text  
messaging in all forms of formal writing.    
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